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Topology of Hitchin systems and

Hodge theory of character varieties:

the case A;
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Abstract

For G = GL2, PGLz2, SL2 we prove that the perverse filtration associated
with the Hitchin map on the rational cohomology of the moduli space of
twisted G-Higgs bundles on a compact Riemann surface C agrees with the
weight filtration on the rational cohomology of the twisted G character
variety of C' when the cohomologies are identified via non-Abelian Hodge
theory. The proof is accomplished by means of a study of the topology of
the Hitchin map over the locus of integral spectral curves.
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1. Introduction

Starting with the paper of Weil [52], and its commentary by Grothendieck
[26], the moduli space of holomorphic vector bundles on a projective curve
has become the focus of much important work in mathematics, and there is
now extensive literature concerning its construction and properties. As is well
known, the construction of this moduli space via geometric invariant theory is
naturally paired with the notions of stable and semistable vector bundle.

A central result is the theorem of Narasimhan and Seshadri [42], which
asserts that, roughly speaking, the semistable vector bundles of degree zero
on a complex nonsingular projective curve C' (that we assume to be of genus
g > 2) are precisely the ones associated with unitary representations of the
fundamental group of C' or, if we consider bundles with nonzero degree on
C, of the punctured curve C'\ p, with a prescribed scalar monodromy around
the puncture. Let us spell out the theorem in the case of rank 2 bundles:
the fundamental group m(C \ p) has free generators {ai,...,aq,b1,...,bg}
such that al_lbl_lalbl e ag_lbg_lagbg is the homotopy class of a loop around p.
Unitary local systems of rank 2 on C'\ p with local monodromy —I around p
are automatically irreducible, and the set of their isomorphism classes is

Np:={A1,Bi,..., Ay, B, € U(2) | A7'By'A4B; - -
A‘;lBg_lAng = _I}/U(2>7

where the unitary group U(2) acts by conjugation on the matrices A;, B;. This
action factors through a free action of PU(2); hence the quotient Np is a real
analytic variety. The theorem of Narasimhan and Seshadri states that there is
a canonical diffeomorphism N ~ N, where N is the moduli space of stable
rank 2 vector bundles of degree 1 on C.

A “complexified” version of this set-up, taking into consideration the ana-
logue of the variety N obtained by replacing the unitary group U(2) with
its complexification GL2(C) (or, more generally, with any complex reductive
group G, in which case the matrix —I is replaced by a suitable element in the
center of G) arose in the work of Hitchin [35], [36]. Even though this paper con-
siders the variants of this construction for the complex algebraic groups groups
SL2(C) and PGL2(C), in this introduction we focus on the group GL2(C); more
details can be found in Section 1.2.
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The representations of 71 (C'\ p) into GL2(C) with monodromy —I around
p are automatically irreducible, and their isomorphism classes are parametrized
by the twisted character variety

Mg = {Al,Bh ..., Ag, By € GLo(C) | AT'B'A1B; -
A;'B; AgB, = 1} //GLy(C),

where the quotient is taken in the sense of geometric invariant theory. As in the
unitary picture, the action of GLy(C) factors through a free action of PGL2(C),
and Mp is a nonsingular irreducible complex affine variety of dimension 8g—6.

The non-Abelian Hodge theorem states that, just as in the Narasimhan-
Seshadri correspondence, Mg is naturally diffeomorphic to another quasi-
projective variety, i.e., the moduli space of semistable Higgs bundles Mpe
parametrizing stable pairs (E, ¢) consisting of a degree 1 rank 2 vector bundle
E on C together with a Higgs field ¢ € H°(C,End (E) ® K¢), subject to a
natural condition of stability. If E itself is a stable vector bundle, then ¢ is in
a natural way a cotangent vector at the point [E] € N. It follows that Mpg
contains the cotangent bundle of N as a Zariski open subset, which turns out
to be dense.

The variety Mp,) has a rich geometry; it has a natural hyperkahler met-
ric, an S'-action by isometries and, importantly, it carries a projective map
X : Mpo —> A, the Hitchin fibration, where the target A is (noncanonically)
isomorphic to C*~3, and the fibre of x over a general point s € A is isomorphic
to the Jacobian of a branched double covering of C' associated with s, the spec-
tral curve Cs. This description of Mp, is usually referred to as abelianization
since it reduces, to some extent, the study of Higgs bundles on C to that of
line bundles on the spectral curves.

While the algebraic varieties Mp and Mp, are diffeomorphic, they are
not biholomorphic. The former is affine, and the latter is foliated by the
fibers of the Hitchin map that are compact (49 — 3)-dimensional algebraic
subvarieties, Lagrangian with respect to the natural holomorphic symplectic
structure associated with the hyperkahler metric on Mpg. Furthermore, just
as in the case of Ng and N, the variety Mg does not depend on the complex
structure of C', whereas Mp, does.

It is natural to investigate the relation between some of the invariants of
Mp and Mp,. This paper takes a step in this direction.

The paper [32] investigates in depth one of the important algebro-geo-
metric invariants of My, namely the mixed Hodge structure on its cohomology
groups. In view of [32, Cor. 4.1.11], the mixed Hodge structure of H*(Mp) is
of Hodge-Tate type. The quotient pure Hodge structures Gr}" satisfy

(1.1.1)  Gr¥  H*(Mgp) =0 for all i, and Grl, H*(Mp) is of type (i,7).
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The weight filtration W, has a natural splitting, and it is nontrivial in
certain cohomological degrees. For instance, H*(Mg) contains classes of type
(2,2) and (4,4). A remarkable property of W, is the “curious hard Lefschetz
theorem”: there is a cohomology class & € H?(Mp), of type (2,2), such that
the map given by iterated cup products with & defines isomorphisms

(112) @] dl . Grg‘;_ﬁ_ng*(MB) i) Grgg_6+21H*+2l(MB).

Note that the class & raises the cohomological degree by two and the weight
type by four, and that Mg is affine; both facts are in contrast with the hy-
potheses of the classical hard Lefschetz theorem, hence the “curiousity” of
(1.1.2).

On the other hand, the Hodge structure on H*(Mp,)) is pure; i.e., its
weight filtration W, is trivial in every cohomological degree. The class & €
H?(Mpe) has pure type (1,1). This raises the following question: what is the
meaning of the weight filtration W, of H*(Mgp) when viewed in H*(Mp,))
via the diffeomorphism Mp ~ Mp, coming from the non-Abelian Hodge
theorem? The answer we give in this paper brings into the picture the perverse
Leray filtration P of H*(Mp,) that is naturally associated with the Hitchin
map x : Mpa — A.

The perverse Leray filtration has been implicitly introduced in [7], and
it has been studied and employed in [12], [14], [15], [8], [9]. This filtration
is the abutment of the perverse Leray spectral sequence which, in turn, is a
variant of the classical Leray spectral sequence. In the case of proper, but
not necessarily smooth maps, e.g., our Hitchin map y, this variant is better
behaved than the classical Leray one. In fact, it always degenerates at Fj,
and the graded pieces of the abutted perverse Leray filtration satisfy a version,
called the relative hard Lefschetz, of the hard Lefschetz theorem, involving
the operation of cupping with the first Chern class of a line bundle which is
relatively ample with respect to the proper map. Both the Leray and the
perverse Leray filtration originate from filtrations of the derived direct image
complex of sheaves x.Q on A.

Since the target A of the map Y is affine, the perverse filtration has the
following simple geometric characterization (see [15], where a different number-
ing convention is used). Let s > 0, and let A®* C A be a general s-dimensional
linear section of A relative to a chosen identification of A with C*~3; then

(1.1.3)  PHY(Mpo1) = Ker {H (Mpe1) — H*(x "' (A97P71))}.

The main result of this paper is that, up to a trivial renumbering of the
filtrations, the weight filtration Wo on H*(Mp) coincides with the perverse
Leray filtration Py on H*(Mpe).
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THEOREM 1.1.1 (“P=W?). In terms of the isomorphism H*(Mp) —
H*(Mpe) induced by the diffeomorphism Mp — Mpe stemming from the
non-Abelian Hodge theorem, we have

WorH* (M) = Wo 1 H*(Mp) = PyH* (Mpo).

Since the class @ € H*(Mp,) is relatively ample with respect to the
Hitchin map, the curious hard Lefschetz theorem for & on (H*(Mp), W) can
thus be explained in terms of the relative hard Lefschetz theorem for & on
(H*(Mpe1), P).

One may say informally that the weight filtration on H*(Mp) keeps track
of certain topological properties of the Hitchin map on Mp,. This is even
more remarkable in view of the fact that the structure of algebraic variety on
Mg, and thus the shape of W,, depend only on the topology of the curve C,
while the complex/algebraic structure of the Higgs moduli space Mp, and
thus the Hitchin map depend on the complex structure of C.

In fact, as far as P = W goes, we prove a more precise result. There
are natural splittings (constructed by Deligne in [20]) of the perverse Leray
filtration of H*(Mpe1). The splittings induced on H*(Mp,) are equal, and
they coincide with the splitting mentioned above of the weight filtration of
H*(Mgp). We also prove that these results hold for the varieties associated
with SLg(C) and PGLy(C). In Section 4.2 we also prove a version of the main
theorem “P = W” for the moduli spaces of Higgs bundles with poles on C,
namely when the canonical bundle is replaced by a different line bundle of
high enough degree. In this case, there is no character variety Mp to be
compared with Mpy. However, the cohomology ring H*(Mp,1) admits yet
another filtration which is quite visible in terms of generators and relations.
We prove that this third filtration coincides with the perverse Leray filtration
associated with the Hitchin map (which is also defined in the context of poles).
In the case where there are no poles, this third filtration coincides, after a
simple renumbering, with the weight filtration.

Finally, as we need it in the course of our proof of P = W in the case
when G = SLg, in Remark 4.4.9 we give a description of the cohomology ring
for G = SL9 that does not appear in the literature. This ring had been earlier
determined by M. Thaddeus in unpublished work.

Since the proof of our main result is lengthy, we sketch below the main
steps leading to it. Of course, for the sake of clarity, we do so by overlooking
many technical issues.

The ring structure of H*(Mpol) is known in terms of generators and
relations; see [34], [33]. By using a result of M. Thaddeus, we prove that
the place of the multiplicative generators in the perverse Leray filtration of
H*(Mpyg) is the same as in the weight filtration of H*(Mp) (Theorem 3.1.1).
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If the perverse Leray filtration were compatible with cup products, then we
could infer the same conclusion for the other cohomology classes.

However, only the weaker compatibility

PiH(Mpol) U PiH(Mpol) — PiyjyaH (Mpol)
holds a priori for the perverse Leray filtration (see Proposition 1.4.7, and [11,
Th. 6.1]), where d is the relative dimension of the map x. In contrast, the
compatibility in the strong form holds for the ordinary Leray filtration.

The Leray filtration is contained in the perverse Leray filtration. At the
level of the direct image complex, the two filtrations coincide on the open
subset of regular values on the target of the map.

One key to our approach is that we prove that, for the Hitchin map, there
is a significantly larger open set of A where the Leray and the perverse Leray
filtration coincide on the direct image complex. We define the “elliptic” locus
Aen € A to be the subset of points s € A for which the corresponding spectral
curve Cj is integral. Let Ayeg C Acn be the set of regular values for the Hitchin
map x; the corresponding spectral curves are irreducible nonsingular. The key
result is then the following, which we believe to be of independent interest.

THEOREM 1.1.2. Let j : Aweg — Aen be the inclusion and, for 1 > 0,
let R' denote the local system s — H'(x71(s)) on Awg. Then, there is an
isomorphism in the derived category of sheaves on Aeu'

(X*Q |X I(Aen @ROJ* Rl

This theorem contains two distinct statements:

(1) The perverse sheaves on Ay appearing in the decomposition theorem
([7]) for the Hitchin map restricted over the open set Ay are supported
on the whole Ay ; This is a special case of Ng6’s support theorem 7.1.13
in [45].

(2) These perverse sheaves, which are the intersection cohomology com-
plexes on Ag of the local systems R' on the smooth locus Areg, are
ordinary sheaves, as opposed to complexes. Up to a shift, they agree
with the higher direct images appearing in the Leray spectral sequence.

The theorem implies that the classical and the perverse Leray filtrations
coincide on Aep. This puts us in a position to compute the “perversity” of most
monomials generators of H*(Mp,)); see Lemma 4.3.1. As explained in (1.1.3),
the perversity of a class is tested by restricting it to the inverse image of generic
linear sections of A. The algebraic subset A\ Agp is of high codimension in A.
It follows that, in a certain range of dimensions, the general linear section can
be chosen to lie entirely in Ay, where we know, by Theorem 1.1.2, that the
perverse Leray filtration is compatible with the cup product since it coincides
with the Leray filtration.
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At this point, we can conclude in the case of Higgs bundles for poles;
see Section 4.2. In the geometrically more significant case where there are
no poles, some monomials are not covered by the above line of reasoning,
for the corresponding linear sections must meet A \ Aq by simple reasons of
dimension. We treat these remaining classes using an ad hoc argument based
on the properties of the Deligne splitting mentioned above; see Section 4.3.

In order to prove Theorem 1.1.2 we first determine an upper bound (see
Theorem 2.2.7) for the Betti numbers of the fibres of the Hitchin map over
Aenn. In the case when G = GLs, these fibres are the compactified Jacobians of
the spectral curves, which, being double coverings of a nonsingular curve, have
singularities analytically isomorphic to y? —zF = 0, a fact we use in an essential
way in our computations. Next, we give a lower bound (see Theorem 2.3.1)
for the dimension of the stalks of the intersection cohomology complexes. This
bound is based on the computation of the local monodromy of the family of
nonsingular spectral curves around a singular integral spectral curve. It is
achieved by a repeated use of the Picard-Lefschetz formula. Since the upper
and lower bounds coincide, the decomposition theorem ([7]) gives the wanted
result.

We see at least two difficulties to extend the results in this paper for
complex reductive groups of higher rank:

e the monodromy computation of Theorem 2.3.12 which leads to the
proof of Theorem 2.3.1 would be more complicated, and

e we do not know enough about compactified Jacobians of curves with
singularities which are not double points.

Already for the group GL3, Theorem 1.1.2(2) fails, and the intersection coho-
mology complexes are not shifted sheaves.

On the other hand, a curious hard Lefschetz theorem is conjectured in [32,
Conj. 4.2.7] to hold for the character variety for PGL,,, which would of course
follow, if P = W, from the relative hard Lefschetz theorem. Additionally,
in a recent work of physicists Chuang-Diaconescu-Pan [16], a certain refined
Gopakumar-Vafa conjecture for local curves in a Calabi-Yau 3-fold leads to
a conjecture on the dimension of the graded pieces of the perverse filtration
on the cohomology of the moduli space of twisted GL,-Higgs bundles on C.
Their conjecture agrees with the conjectured [32, Conj. 4.2.1] dimension of
the graded pieces of the weight filtration on the cohomology of the twisted
GL,,-character variety. The compatibility of these two conjectures may be
considered the strongest indication so far that P = W should hold for higher
rank Higgs bundles as well.

In the paper [10] we prove that a result analogous to our main theorem
P = W holds in a situation that is expected to be closely related to the
moduli space of certain parabolic Higgs bundles of rank n on a genus one
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curve. Interestingly, in this case, the coincidence of the two filtrations holds,
whereas the result (1) above, concerning the supports of the perverse sheaves
being maximal on a large open set, fails, due to the fact that every new stratum
contributes a new direct summand sheaf.

While property (2) above seems to hold only for Hitchin fibrations as-
sociated with groups of type Aj, the case studied in the present paper, and
property (1) may not hold for parabolic Higgs bundles, we expect that the
P =W phenomenon should be a general feature of non-Abelian Hodge theory
for curves. More generally, in [10, §4.4] we also conjecture that this exchange of
filtration phenomenon should hold for holomorphic symplectic varieties with
a C*-action, that, roughly speaking, behave like an algebraically completely
integrable system.
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1.2. Cohomology of moduli spaces.

1.2.1. Character variety. In this section, we recall some definitions and re-
sults from [32]. Throughout the paper, the singular homology and cohomology
groups are taken with rational coefficients.

Let ¥ be a closed Riemann surface of genus g > 2, and let G be a complex
reductive group. In this paper, we consider only the cases G = GLo, PGLs9, and
SLso. We are interested in the variety parametrizing certain twisted representa-
tions of the fundamental group 71 (X) into G modulo isomorphism. Specifically,
we consider the GLo-character variety

Mg :={A1,B,..., Ay, By € GLy | AT'B{ 1A B,
- AT BT AgBy = —1}//PGLy,

i.e., the affine GIT quotient by the diagonal adjoint action of PGLy on the
matrices A;, B;. We also define the SLs-character variety:

MB = {Al,Bl, - ,Ag,Bg € SLy | Al_lBl_lAlBl
-+ AJ'BI Ay By = 1} //PGLa.
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The torus GL} acts on GL3? by coordinate-wise multiplication, and this yields
an action of GL%g on Mgp. Similarly, the finite subgroup of order 2 elements
157 © GL29, with g := {£1} C GL, acts on SL3Y by coordinate-wise multi-
plication and we define the PGLa-character variety as

(1.2.1) Mg 1= Mp//GL¥ = Mp/ 15’

The surjective group homomorphism SLs x GL; — GLy with finite kernel uo
induces a covering

(1.2.2) Mg x GLY — Mg

with covering group p39.

The varieties Mg, Mp are nonsingular and affine (cf. [32, §2.2]), whereas
Mg is affine with finite quotient singularities and parametrizes the representa-
tions of 71(X) to PGLg that do not admit a lift to representations of SLy. We
have dim Mg = 8¢g — 6 and dim Mp = dim Mp = 6g — 6. In view of (1.2.1),
we have that ,

H*(Mg) = H*(Mp)"’,
the subring of ,ugg invariants, while (1.2.2) implies that
(12.3)  H*(Mgp) = H(GLY) @ H*(Mg)"2’ = H*(GL¥) @ H*(Mpg).

The cohomology ring H*(Mp) is generated by certain universal classes
e; € HY(GLY) c HY(Mp) fori=1,...,2g,a € H2(Mp)"s’' C HX(Mpg), ; €
H3(Mgp)"s’ ¢ H3(Mg) for i = 1,...,2g, and € HA(Mp)’ ¢ HY(Mg).
The proof can be found in [34] (generators) and in its sequel [33] (relations).
The construction of these universal classes is explained in [32, §4.1]. The paper
[32] uses this information to determine the mixed Hodge structure on H*(Mg).
For use in this paper, we summarize these results as follows. Let (H, W,, F'*) be
a mixed Hodge structure. (See the textbook [47] for a comprehensive treatment
of mixed Hodge theory.)

A class 0 € H is said to be of homogeneous weight k ([32, Def. 4.1.6]) if
its image in Hc, still denoted by o, satisfies

(1.2.4) o€ WopHe N FFHc.

Note that if o has homogeneous weight k, then its image in Grg,gHC is of type
(k, k).

The natural mixed Hodge structure on H(Mp) satisfies Wy H (Mp) =
H(Mg) for k > 2i, and, as Mg is nonsingular, W, H(Mp) =0 for k <i—1.
The following is proved in [32, Th. 4.1.8].

THEOREM 1.2.1. The cohomology classes e; € H'(Mg) have homogenous
weight 1, while the classes « € H?*(Mg), 1; € H3(Mg) fori=1,...,2g, and
B € H*(Mg) have homogenous weight 2.



1338 M. A. A. DE CATALDO, T. HAUSEL, and L. MIGLIORINI

It follows that homogenous elements generate H*(Mgp). The following is
Corollary 4.1.11. in [32].

THEOREM 1.2.2. The weight filtration We H*(Mgp) satisfies
(1) WoH*(Mp) = Wp/qQk—i-lH*(MB) for all k;

Denoting by W{(Mg) C H?(Mpg) the subspace of degree d homogenous weight
k cohomology classes, we have the following splittings:
(125)  HY M) =P WiMs),  WyH Ms)=EP W Ms).

k i<k
Theorem 1.1.3 of [32] gives a formula for the mixed Hodge polynomials of Mp
and Mp which implies the curious symmetries

dim Grlfi, jy ok H*(Mp) = dim Grli, vy sonH T (Mp)

and
dim Grz[meB_QkH*(MB) = dim Grg[i/mMB+2kH*+2k(MB)‘
These equalities, called curious Poincaré duality in [32], are made more
precise and significant by the curious hard Lefschetz theorems. Consider the
class @ € H%(Mg) introduced above and the class & € H2(Mp) defined in

terms of the isomorphism (1.2.3) by

g
(1.2.6) a=1®a+ <Z aimg) ®1.

i=1
We then have ([32, Th. 1.1.5])

THEOREM 1.2.3 (Curious hard Lefschetz). The map given by iterated cup
product with & induces isomorphisms

(1.2.7) UGF: Gl pp— o (MB) — Gl ppsorn TR (M), Yk >0,
Similarly, cupping with o defines isomorphisms

(1.2.8) Uak: Grg‘i/mMB_%H*(/\;lB) = Gr?i/mMB+2kH*+2k(MB)’ VEk > 0.

The present paper was partly motivated by the desire to give a more
conceptual explanation for these curious hard Lefschetz theorems.

1.2.2. Moduli of Higgs bundles and their cohomology ring. Let C be a
smooth complex projective curve of genus g > 2. A Higgs bundle is a pair
(E, ¢) of a vector bundle E on C and a Higgs field ¢ € H°(C,End E ® K().
Let Mp, denote the GLo-Higgs moduli space, i.e., the moduli space of stable
Higgs bundles of rank 2 and degree 1. It is a nonsingular quasi-projective
variety with dim Mpy = 8¢g — 6.
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Let us fix a degree 1 line bundle A on C. Let Mpe be the SLy-Higgs moduli
space of stable Higgs bundles (E, ¢) or rank 2, with determinant det(E) ~ A
and trace-free tr(¢) = 0 Higgs field. The moduli space Mp, is a nonsingular
quasi-projective variety with dim Mpe = 6g — 6. Defining the map

ADol : Mpol — Picy, x HY(C, K¢), Apol(E, ¢) := (det(E), tr(e)),

we have
Mpao1 = Apg (A, 0)).

Let M%Ol C Mpgl be the subset of stable Higgs bundles with traceless Higgs
field:

Mbo = {(E, ¢) with tr(¢) = 0}.

The group Picl of degree 0 holomorphic line bundles on C acts on MY, | as
follows: L € Picg sends (E,¢) to (E® L,¢ ®1dr). The group I' := Picg[2] =
Z%g of order 2 line bundles on C acts naturally on Mp, in the same way. The
two resulting quotients are easily seen to be isomorphic. We call the resulting
variety the PGLy-Higgs moduli space and denote it by

Mpey = MY, /Picd, = Mpa/T.

It is a quasi-projective (6g — 6)-dimensional algebraic variety with finite quo-
tient singularities.

The fundamental theorem of non-Abelian Hodge theory on the curve C
for the groups G = GL2, SLs, and PGLy under consideration can be stated as
follows ([35], [50], [22], [18]).

THEOREM 1.2.4 (Non-Abelian Hodge theorem). There are canonical dif-
feomorphisms

Mg = Mp,l, Mp = Mpo, Mp = Mp,.

At the level of cohomology, the non-Abelian Hodge theorem yields canon-
ical isomorphisms
(1.2.9)
H*(Mg) = H*(Mpol), H*(Mg) = H*(Mpa), H*(Mg) = H*(Mpa).

Remark 1.2.5. The Hodge structure on the cohomology of these Higgs
moduli spaces is pure, and its Hodge polynomial is known; see Conjecture 5.6
in [30], which also proposes a conjectural formula for any rank.

Given a line bundle D on C, we can consider, more generally, the moduli
space of stable pairs (F, ¢), where E is a rank 2 degree 1 bundle on C and ¢ €
H°(C,End E ® D). The corresponding moduli space is connected by Theorem
7.51n [46], and if deg D > 2¢g—2 or if D = K, it is nonsingular ([46, Prop. 7.4]).
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Notation 1.2.6. For the sake of notational simplicity, this moduli space is
denoted by M in the sequel of this paper, without mentioning its dependence
on the line bundle D, always meant to satisfy deg D > 2g — 2, or D = K¢.
Whenever we talk specifically of the case D = K¢, we denote the corresponding
moduli space by Mp,.

We still have the map Ap : M — Pict, x HY(C, D) defined by Ap(E, ¢) =
(det(E), tr(¢)). We set M := A, ((A,0)), M := M°/Pic, = M/T, where, as
above,

M ={(E,¢) € M with tr(¢) = 0},
and I’ = Picl[2] & 729 is the group of order 2 line bundles on C; see Section 2.4.

It is proved in [34, (4.4)] that there is a Higgs bundle (E, ®) on M x C with
the property that, for every family of Higgs bundles (Eg, ®¢) parametrized by
an algebraic variety S, there is a unique map a : § — M and an isomorphism

(Es, ®5) ~ L & (a x Id)*(E, @)
for a uniquely determined line bundle £ on S.

Remark 1.2.7. The vector bundle E with the universal property stated
above is determined up to twisting with a line bundle pulled back from M;
hence, given two different choices E,E’, we have a canonical isomorphism of
the associated endomorphisms bundles EndE ~ EndE’. The vector bundle
EndE on M x C' is thus unambiguously defined.

Let e,...,e2, be a symplectic basis of H(C) and w € H?*(C) be the
Poincaré dual of the class of a point. The Kiinneth decomposition of the
second Chern class of End E,

29
(1210) —c(EndE) =a@w+ Y thi®e+B®1e H(M)® H (C),

i=1
defines the classes a € H2(M), ¢; € H3(M), and 8 € H*(M). These classes
define also classes in H*(M) by restriction and in H*(M) by restriction and
PicX[2]-invariance. They will be denoted with the same letters. In the case
D = K¢, these classes coincide, via the isomorphisms (1.2.9), with the classes
in H*(Mg), denoted by the same symbols, defined in Section 1.2.1.

The generators of H*(Picg,) pull back to the classes €1,...,e95 € HY(M)
via the morphism M — Pict given by (F, ¢) s det(E).

The paper [34] shows that the universal classes

{517"'762g7a7¢17' . 'a¢2g7ﬁ}

are a set of multiplicative generators for H*(M); the relations among these
universal classes were determined in [33]. Due to the role these relations play
in this paper we summarize the main result of [33].
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Because of the isomorphism H*(M) ~ H*(M) @ H*(Picd), it is enough

~

to describe the ring H*(M). We introduce the element
vi= =2 Yithiyg,
i

we set W := Span(v;) € H3(M), and we define

k 29+2—k
AIS::Ker{79+1_k : /\\If — /\ \I/} for 0 < k < gand A} =0 for k > g.

By the standard representation theory of the symplectic group, there is a direct
sum decomposition

k
A = @Ak,

Definition 1.2.8. Given two integers a,b > 0, we define I to be the ideal

of Q[a, B,7] generated by 74! and

min(c,r,s) r—1i s—1 t+1
a B 2y
(1.2.11) Pii= > (27)

= (r=)l(s—a9 a7

where ¢ :=r + 3s + 2t — 2a + 2 — b for all the r,s,t > 0 such that

(1.2.12) r+3s+3t>3a—3+0band r+2s+2t>2a—2+0b.

Remark 1.2.9. If r = 0 and b > 0, then the second inequality in (1.2.12)
is strictly stronger than the first.

The main result of [34] is then

THEOREM 1.2.10. The cohomology ring of M has the presentation
g
Y —k
H*(M) = Z A§(¢) ® (Q[Oévﬁa’ﬂ/]gegl)+272g+k) .
k=0

The form of the relations (1.2.11) affords the following

Definition 1.2.11. We define the grading w on H*(M) by setting
w(a) =w(f) =w(;) =2

and extending it by multiplicativity. This grading is well defined since the
relations of Theorem 1.2.10 are homogenous with respect to this grading. We
denote by W/ the increasing filtration associated to this grading.

If D = K¢, thanks to the results of [32] described in Section 1.2.1, W

~

on H*(M) coincides, up to a simple renumbering and via (1.2.9), with the
weight filtration associated with the mixed Hodge structure on H*(Mp). As
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mentioned in [32, Rem. 5.2.3], for a general D, even though there is no as-
sociated Betti moduli space, the filtration W, on H* (M) turns out to have
the same formal properties of the weight filtration on H *(MB) described in
Section 1.2.1. In particular, [32, Lemma 5.3.3] implies that it satisfies the
following curious hard Lefschetz property completely analogous to (1.2.8) of

Theorem 1.2.3.

THEOREM 1.2.12. For a € H2(M), we have the isomorphisms

~

(1.213)  Ua*:Grly o HY (M) = Gily o HTEM), k>0,

Finally, setting w(e;) = 1, we get a grading and an associated filtration
on H*(M), and all the discussion above goes through without any change.
1.3. The Hitchin fibration and spectral curves.
1.3.1. The Hitchin fibration (G = GLg). Given a Higgs field
¢ € H(C,End E ® D),

we have tr(¢) € H°(C,D) and det(¢) € HY(C,2D). The Hitchin map, x :
M — A assigns

(1.3.1) M > (E, ¢) — (tr(¢),det(¢)) € A:= H°(C, D) x H°(C,2D).

Note that we do not indicate the dependence on the line bundle D in the
notation for the target A of the Hitchin map (cf. the conventions introduced in
Notation 1.2.6). It follows from Theorem 6.1 in [46] that the map y is proper.

In the case of M C M, the corresponding Hitchin fibration ¥ is just the
restriction of x to M. Since, by definition, if (E, ¢) € M, then tr(¢) = 0, we
have

(1.3.2) x: M — AY:= H°(C,2D) C A.
The map descends to the quotient M=M /T, and we have
(1.3.3) XM — A

In the rest of this section, we concentrate on the map x. The necessary changes
for dealing with the cases of x and y are discussed in Section 2.4.

1.3.2. The spectral curve construction. Let mp : V(D) — C be the total
space of the line bundle D. For s := (s1,s2) € A as in (1.3.1), the spectral
curve Cj is the curve on V(D) defined by the equation

(1.3.4) {y e V(D) : 4> — mh(s1)y + mh(s2) = 0} .

Spectral curves can be singular, reducible, even nonreduced; they are locally
planar, and, in force of our assumptions on the genus of C' and the degree of D,
connected. The restriction 7g : C5 — C' of the projection 7p : V(D) — C
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exhibits Cs as a double cover of C. Equation (1.3.4) in V(D) x A defines the
flat family u of spectral curves

(1.3.5) Ca z CxA

where u~!(s) = C; for all s € A. The family is equipped with the involution
L:6 4 — G4 over C x A exchanging the two sheets of the covering.

The restriction of the relative Picard scheme of the family u to the smooth
locus

Areg := {s € A such that Cjis smooth}

is the disjoint union over | € Z of the proper families p' : ﬁrgg — Areg
such that (p!)~!(s) = Picég is the component of the Picard variety of Cj
parametrizing degree [ line bundles on Cs.

Remark 1.3.1. Fix a degree 1 line bundle £ on C. The operation of

tensoring line bundles of fixed degree with 7*£ defines isomorphisms t@rleg —

L@rljga of schemes over A,ce. It follows that, up to isomorphisms, there are only

two such families, the abelian scheme ,@r%g and the Wrgg—torsor e@rleg.

a point ¢ € C; to the line bundle O¢,(¢) defines an Abel-Jacobi-type Areg-map
%Areg — P 1

reg*

Sending

The Riemann-Hurwitz formula and (1.3.4) imply at once the following

PROPOSITION 1.3.2. Let s = (s1,82) € A. Assume s3 — 4sy # 0 €
HO(C,2D).

(1) The spectral curve Cs is reduced, and the covering 7ws : Cs — C' is
branched at the zeros of s3 — 4so. The point s = (s1,52) € Areg if and
only if s3 — 4sq has simple zeros, in which case g(Cs) = 2g—1+deg D.

(2) If s3 — 4s9 vanishes to finite order k > 2 at a point ¢ € C, then the
spectral curve Cs has a planar singularity at the point w; '(c) that is
locally analytically isomorphic to {y? — z* = 0} C C2.

Remark 1.3.3. Associating with s = (s1, s2) € A its discriminant divisor
(57 —4s9) € C?"), where r := deg D and C®") is the 2r-th symmetric product
of C, gives a map © : 4 — C(),

We recall that if F is a torsion-free sheaf on an integral curve C, then
the rank of F is the dimension of its stalk at the generic point of C and the
degree deg F is defined as deg F := x(C, F) —rank(F)x(C,O¢). For | € Z, then
the compactified Jacobian chl of degree | parametrizes torsion-free sheaves
of rank 1 and degree [ on C (see [23], [2]). Tensoring with a line bundle of
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degree [ gives an isomorphism TCCO o~ chl. If C is smooth, then every rank
1 torsion free sheaf is locally free and ﬁccl = Pict.

The following theorem ([6, Prop. 3.6]) describes the fibres of the Hitchin
map over a rather large open subset of the base A. Recall Remark 1.3.1 and
that we are considering Higgs bundles of odd degree.

THEOREM 1.3.4. Let s € A be such that the spectral curve Cy is integral.
There is an isomorphism of varieties x~'(s) ~ Piccsa with a = 0 if deg D is
odd and a =1 if deg D 1is even.

The isomorphisms assigns to a torsion free sheaf F of degree a on Cj
its direct image ms,F, which is a torsion free Og-module on C. Since C' is
smooth, the sheaf 7y, F is locally free of rank 2, in view of the fact that 7, has
degree 2. Since the map 7y is finite, there are no higher cohomology sheaves,
and x(Cs, F) = x(C, ms«F). The Riemann-Roch theorem

deg me F 4+ 2(1 — g) = x(C, 1. F) = x(Cs, F)
=deg F + x(Cs,0¢,) =deg F +2(1 — g) — deg D

implies that msF has odd degree if deg F — deg D is odd. The Higgs field
arises as multiplication by y (see (1.3.4)) in view of the natural structure of
Ts+Oc,-module on 7., F (see [6, §3] for details).

In particular, for every s € A,eg, the fiber X~ 1(s) can be identified, non-
canonically, with the Jacobian variety of the smooth spectral curve Cs. In fact,
the Abelian scheme ,@r%g acts on Myeg := X 1(Areg) making it into a torsor
(see [45, §4.3)).

The following is well known.

LEMMA 1.3.5. Let « : A — S be an Abelian scheme, let 7 : P — S
be an A-torsor, and let 7 > 0. Then there are natural isomorphisms of local

systems ' 4 J
R7.Qp ~ R a,Qy ~ /\Rla*Q/L

Proof. Since the fibers of A are connected, the action by translation on
the cohomology of the fibers of P is trivial. Hence, the isomorphism of local
systems (R/7,Qp)jy ~ (R/o,Qa)y associated with a local trivialization of P
does not depend on the chosen trivialization. Consequently, the isomorphisms
associated to a trivializing cover {U;} of S glue to a global isomorphism of
local systems. The second isomorphism follows from the Kiinneth isomorphism
HI((S1)") = ALHY((S1)%). O

COROLLARY 1.3.6. There are canonical isomorphisms of local systems on
Areg: I I
R g, Qiyey = Rlp*@@rleg ~ A Rlp*@%leg ~ N\ Rluneg, Qe -
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Proof. The first and second isomorphisms follow by applying Lemma 1.3.5
to the @r%g—torsor Mieg. The Abel-Jacobi Areg-map €4,,, — ﬂrleg of Re-
mark 1.3.1 induces via pullback a map of local systems R!'p!Q — Rlureg*Q
that is an isomorphism on each stalk, and this proves the third isomorphism.

O
1.4. Perverse filtration. Let

h: Mot — A2

be a proper map of relative dimension f between irreducible varieties of the
indicated dimensions. We assume that M is nonsingular, or with at worst
finite quotient singularities, and that the fibres have constant dimension f.
Let n € H?(M) be the first Chern class of a relatively ample (or h-ample) line
bundle on M, i.e., a line bundle which is ample when restricted to every fiber
of h.

The goal of this section is to define the perverse Leray filtration P on
the cohomology groups H*(M) and to list and discuss some of its relevant
properties.

1.4.1. Definition of the perverse filtration P on H*(M). We employ freely
the language of derived categories and perverse sheaves (see the seminal paper
[7], the survey [13], or for example the paper [12]). Standard textbooks on the
subject are [21], [37], [38].

We denote by D4 the “constructible derived category.” Its objects are
bounded complexes of sheaves of (Q-vector spaces with constructible coho-
mology sheaves; it is a full subcategory of the bounded derived category of
sheaves of Q-vector spaces. We denote the derived direct image Rh, simply
by h. and, for i € Z, the i-th hypercohomology group of A with coefficients
in K € Dy by H(A, K). If the index 7 is unimportant (but fixed), we simply
write H*(A, K). We set H*(A, K) := @;H' (A, K). We work with the middle
perversity t-structure. The corresponding category of perverse sheaves is de-
noted by P4. Given K € D4, we have the sequence of maps of “truncated”
complexes

- — pTgpflK — pTng — pT§p+1K — - — K p € Z,

where Pr<, K = 0 for every p < 0 and Pr<,K = K for every p > 0. The (in-
creasing) perverse filtration P on the cohomology groups H*(A, K) is defined
by taking the images of the truncation maps in cohomology:

(1.4.1) PyH* (A, K) == Im {H*(A, Pre, K) — H*(A, K)}.

Clearly, the perverse filtration on H*(M) = H*(M,Qys) becomes trivial after
a dimensional shift. On the other hand, we also have the perverse filtration
on H*(A, h,Q) = H*(M) which, as it is the case for its variant given by the
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Leray filtration, is highly nontrivial. This is what may be called the perverse
Leray filtration on H*(M) associated with h.

For the needs of this paper, we want the perverse Leray filtration P on
H*(M) to be of type [0,2f], ie., P.1 = {0} and Py = H*(M), and to
satisfy 1 € PyHY(M). In order to achieve this, we define (with slight abuse
of notation) the perverse Leray filtration on H*(M) (with respect to h) by
setting

P,H*(M) := P,H**(A, h.Qu[a]).
Note that in [12], the perverse Leray filtration is defined so that it is of type

In order to simplify the notation, we set
(1.4.2) HZ,(M) = P,H"(M), H, (M) = Ger*(M) =P,/ Pp_1.
In this paper, we also use the graded spaces for the weight filtration Gr)” H* (M)

and we employ the same notation H (M). In those cases, we make it clear
which meaning should be given to the symbols.

1.4.2. Decomposition and relative hard Lefschetz theorems, primitive de-
composition. Define

(1.4.3) PP .= PHP(h.Qpla)) € Pa, p€Z,

where PHP(—) denotes the p-th perverse cohomology functor. We have that
PP =0 for p ¢ [0,2f]. The decomposition theorem for the proper map h :
M — A then gives the existence of isomorphisms in D4

2f
(1.4.4) ¢ : P PP[-p] = hQula).
p=0

We have identifications

(1.4.5) HL, (M) =P o (Hy(M)),  H;(M)=H"""P(A,PP).
p'=0

Remark 1.4.1. The images o (H}:(M)) C H*(M) depend on ¢. If HX_, (M)
= {0}, then the image ¢ (H;(M)) = HZ,(M) is independent of ¢. In partic-
ular, the image ¢ (Hg(M)) = HZy(M) is independent of .

One of the deep assertions of the decomposition theorem is that each
perverse sheaf PP is semisimple and splits canonically into a direct sum

(1.4.6) PP =EPICs(Lzy)
Z

of intersection complexes over a finite collection of distinct irreducible closed
subvarieties Z in A with coefficients given by semisimple local systems Lz,
defined on a dense open subset Z° C Z,¢; C Z of the regular part of Z.



TOPOLOGY OF HITCHIN SYSTEMS 1347

There are the following three basic symmetries:

(1) (PVD) Poincaré-Verdier duality: If we denote the Verdier dual of K
by KV, then we have

(1.4.7) PITi~ (PITYY Ve Z

(2) (RHL) Relative hard Lefschetz: For every ¢ > 0, the i-th iteration of
the operation of cupping with the h-ample line bundle 7 yields isomor-
phisms of perverse sheaves

(1.4.8) ni cpft = Pf+i;

in particular, we have the hard Lefschetz isomorphisms at the level of
graded groups (still called RHL):

(1.4.9) ' Hf_ (M) = Hf (M),  Vi>0.

(3) (Self-duality): The isomorphisms PVD and RHL are compatible with
the direct sum decomposition (1.4.6) and, in particular, the local sys-
tems Lz, are self-dual.

Recall that P4 is an Abelian category. By a standard abuse of notation,

which greatly simplifies the notation, we view kernels and images as subobjects.
For0<i< fand 0 <j < f —1, define
(1.4.10)
00 .— Ker {nf—z‘+1 P, P2f—z‘+2} 7 O = Im {77‘7 L0 Pi+2j} ’
and set Q% = 0 for all the other values of (,j). The RHL (1.4.8) then yields
the natural primitive decompositions in Py:
(1.4.11) PFr=P o7,  vkez".
Jj=0

1.4.3. Deligne’s Q-splitting associated with the relatively ample n. The pa-
per [20] defines three preferred decomposition isomorphisms (1.4.4) associated
with the h-ample line bundle 1. We consider the first of them (see also [14]),
which we denote by ¢,, and name the Deligne isomorphism; notice, however,
that the indexing scheme employed here differs from that of [20], [14]. The
cohomological properties of the Deligne isomorphism needed in this paper are
the following.

Fact 1.4.2. The map
2f
¢y D PP[-p] — hQurla]
p=0

is characterized by the following properties. Let 0 < ¢ < f. Then
(i) applying the functor PH?(—) to the map gbm : Q0[—i] — h.Qla] gives
the canonical inclusion Q*Y C P
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(ii) for every s > f — i, the composition below is zero:

0 01—i] ¥ h.Qla] 5 haQla)[2s] — (Prss4sQla]) [25]

or, equivalently, the composition n° o gbm factors through ”Dflf —sL

Ford>0,0<i< fand 0<j < f—1, define

(1.4.12) QW = ¢, (H*% (4, Q%)) C HL, (M),
(1.4.13) QY7 =PV CPHE (M),
a>0 a>0

and define Q% = Q¢ = {0} for all the other values of (4, j; d). We then have
the following decompositions, which depend on ¢,:

(1.4.14) H*(M)=PQ™, HY (M) =P,
V) i,

(1.4.15) H,(M)=PH, M) = H Q7= H o~
d

1,5,d, i+2j<p 1,5, 1+2j<p

Every u € H*(M) admits the Q-decomposition associated with the splitting
(bn:
(1.4.16) =" u", utl e QU

By construction, we have

HOn - @ @ HOH- @ Q.
i+2j=p i+2j=p
The properties of the Deligne splitting that we need, and that follow from

Fact 1.4.2, are
(1.4.17)

an,j — C)i,j—i-l7 v 0 < ] < f _ i, nQi,f—i C @ Qk’l-
0<I<min (f—i,f—k)
In particular, we have the simple relation
(1.4.18) QY7 =nQ", YO<j<f—i
Here is some ad hoc notation and terminology. Let p € Z and u €
HZ (M). Denote by [u], € Hp(M) the natural projection to the graded group.
In what follows, we add over 0 < ¢ < f and 0 < j < f — 4. We have
u= Z utd, [ulp = Z [ui’j]p'
i+2j<p i+2j=p
We say that
e u has perversity < p.
e u has perversity p if [u], # 0.
e The class 0 € H*(M) has perversity p, for every p € Z.
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e v is sharp if uJ = 0 whenever i + 2j < p; note that the zero class
is automatically sharp and that a class may have a given perversity
without being sharp.

o u=uPV e P’ C HZ (M) is RHL-primitive; note that such a class is
automatically sharp.

One should not confuse RHL-primitivity with primitivity: if u € QPY,

then

(1419) o/ PPl e Heyp (M), e, [/ PPy 10 =0,
whereas one could have nf P+1yP:0 =£ (.

Recall that we have chosen the Deligne splitting ¢, associated with n. The
following lemma does not hold for an arbitrary splitting ¢ in (1.4.4).

LeEmMA 1.4.3 (Nonmixing lemma). Let u € HE,(M). If n!/ =Pty = 0,
then w is RHL-primitive, i.e., u = uP® € QPO.

Proof. In view of the QQ-decomposition, we can write
uw=uPY + Z uP~2J 4 Z ut,
§>1 s+2t<p

where the first two summands are sharp and have perversity p and the third
has perversity < p — 1. By (1.4.17) and (1.4.18) we deduce that

—p+1,p,0 kil —p+1,,p—25,j —2j,f—p+1+j
nf PP ¢ @ QML pfTPHlyp=20d ¢ QP2 AT
0<I<f—p,f-k
nf Pyt e Qo —rHL

The three collections of Q-spaces above have no term in common. It follows
that all three terms in n/~P*1ly = 0 are zero. By RHL (1.4.8), cupping with
nf=P+1 is injective on the spaces QP~%+J, j > 1, and Q> above. We deduce
that uP+25J = ¢t = 0. O

1.4.4. The perverse filtration and cup-product. The following is a crude,
completely general, estimate.

LEMMA 1.4.4. Letu € HY(M). Then the cup product map with u satisfies

Uu: HE (M) — HEEL (M),

Proof. We have HY(M) = Homp,,(Qas, Qa[d]) so that we may view the
cohomology class u as a map u : Qasla] — Qar[a + d]. The cup product map
Uwu coincides with the map induced in cohomology by the pushed-forward
map h.u : hQprla] = heQpr[a + d]. We apply truncation and obtain the map
PrephsQurlal = Pr<ph.Qurla+d] = (Pr<prah«Qarla])[d]. The assertion follows
after taking cohomology. O
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A much better estimate, leading to the key Proposition 1.4.11, holds under
the following.

Assumption 1.4.5. The intersection complexes ICz(Lz,) (1.4.6) appear-
ing in the decomposition theorem for h,Qps[a] have strict support A (i.e., each
Z = A) and 1C4(La,) = R%jL pla], where j° : A° — A is the immersion of
an open dense subset.

Fact 1.4.6. Take A° to be the open set over which A is smooth, and set
RP := (RPh.Qpr)| a0 We may re-phrase Assumption 1.4.5 as follows:

2f 2f 2f
hQula] =~ @PICA(RP)[—p] = P RS RP[a][—p] = ) RPh.Qusla][—p)-

As a consequence, if Assumption 1.4.5 holds, then the perverse Leray filtration
on H*(M) = H* (A, h.Qjs[a]) coincides with the standard Leray filtration
on H*(M) = H*(A, h.Qur).

PrROPOSITION 1.4.7. If Assumption 1.4.5 holds, then we have

(1.4.20) HZ,(M)® H: (M) — HZY (M).

Proof. 1t is a known fact that the multiplicativity property (1.4.20) holds
with respect to the standard Leray filtration (see [11, Th. 6.1] for a proof).
The statement then follows, since, as noticed in Fact 1.4.6, Assumption 1.4.5
implies that the perverse Leray filtration and the standard Leray filtration
coincide. O

Let us assume that the target A of the map h : M — A is affine of
dimension a, and let A C CV be an arbitrary closed embedding. Let s > 0,
A C A be a general s-dimensional linear section and let Mys := h=1(A®). For
s < 0, we define Mys := ().

The following is the main result of [15] (Theorem 4.1.1).

THEOREM 1.4.8. A class u € H%p(M) if and only if ujny, = 0.

d—p—1

Remark 1.4.9. Theorem 1.4.8 implies, in particular, that ng(M) =0 if
p < d — a and that H%p(M) = HYM) if p > d.

Remark 1.4.10. For A® general, transversality implies the following (see
[12, Lemma 4.3.8]). If u € ng(M), then, u)y,, € H%p(MAs); in other words,
the change in perversity is compensated by the change in codimension.

Let U C A be a Zariski dense open subset satisfying Assumption 1.4.5
(with U replacing A), and hence the conclusions of Fact 1.4.6. Let Y := A\ U
be the closed complement. Note that such an open set U always exists, e.g.,
U = A°, the set over which the map is smooth. However, Y could be rather
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large, i.e., have small codimension. The following proposition is key to our
analysis of the perverse filtration in the cohomology ring of the moduli of Higgs
bundles, where, as it turns out, the set Y is small just enough to let us go by.

PROPOSITION 1.4.11. Let u; € Hiipi(M) fori=1,...,1. Let d:=3"d,
and p =Y pi. Ifd—p—1<codimY, then v :=u; UugU---Uuy € HL (M),

Proof. By the assumption on codimY, a general A?~P~! misses Y. By
applying Remark 1.4.10 to the classes u;, and then Proposition 1.4.7 to their re-
striction to Mya—p-1, we conclude that the resulting vjay , € ng<MAd—p—1 ).
As noticed in Remark 1.4.9, we have v Myg p1 = 0. We conclude by Theo-
rem 1.4.8. U

1.4.5. Extra vanishing when H7(M) =0 for all j > 2f.

PROPOSITION 1.4.12. Assume that A is affine and that H (M) = 0 for
all § > 2f. Then the perversity of u € HY(M) is in the interval “%W,d].

Proof. We may assume that v # 0. Let p be the perversity of u. As-
sume that p < [%1 In particular, p < f and 2p < d. By RHL (1.4.9)
and by the assumption on vanishing, we reach the contradiction 0 # nf~Pu €
H?/=2+d(M) = {0}. The upper bound follows from Theorem 1.4.8, as noticed

in Remark 1.4.9. O

COROLLARY 1.4.13. Under the hypothesis of Proposition 1.4.12, we have
that . ] .
d _ 21,0;d d _ 21,0;d 21-1,1;d
H<(41(M) _Q[2-| ’ H<[%1+1(M) _QI—21 @Q[J .

Proof. By Proposition 1.4.12, we have Hi(é1—1<M) = {0}. Then (1.4.5)
—12

implies that Hi(41 (M) = ¢U(Hd_“_[%](A,P[gW)). Equation (1.4.11) implies
that o
d 41-254:d _ i A [41-25,0; d—25
Hg[g1(M):€DQm 75 _@UJQM J J

J=0 J=0
By Proposition 1.4.12, since [4]-2j < [(d—25)/2], we have that Q(%1_2j70;d_2j
= {0} for j > 0. The assertion in perversity [2] + 1 is proved in the same
way. ]

2. Cohomology over the elliptic locus

2.1. Statement of Theorem 2.1.4. We go back to the setup of Section 1.3.

Definition 2.1.1. The elliptic locus Aen C A is the set of points s =
(s1,82) € A for which the associated spectral curve Cy is integral. We set

Men = X1 (Aen).
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Remark 2.1.2. Let s = (s1,s2) € A. Since the covers Cs — C have
degree 2, if the section s? — 4sy € H°(C,2D) vanishes with odd multiplicity at
least at one point of C, then s € Ag. Since 2D has even degree, there is an
even number of points on C' where s — 4s5 has odd vanishing order.

LEMMA 2.1.3. The set Aqp is Zariski open and dense in A and contains
Areg.  The complement A\ Aep is a closed algebraic subset of codimension
deg D if deg D > 2g — 2 and of codimension 2g — 3 if D = Kc¢.

Proof. Since deg D > 0, given s = (s1,52) € A, the zero locus of its
discriminant divisor s? — 4s, is not empty, so that the spectral covering 7 :
Cs — C is never étale. A nonsingular spectral curve must therefore be irre-
ducible, namely Aes € Aci. The spectral curve associated with s = (s1, s2)
is a divisor on the nonsingular surface V(D), and it is not integral precisely
when s is in the image of the finite map H°(C, D) x H°(C,D) — A send-
ing (t1,t2) to (t1 + ta,t1t2); therefore, the image A\ Ag is a closed subset.
By the Riemann-Roch theorem on C', we have that if deg D > 2g — 2, then
dim(A\ Aeyp) = 2(deg D + 1 — g) and dim A = 3deg D + 2(1 — g), while, for
D = K¢, we have that dim(A \ Ae) = 2¢ and dim A = 4¢g — 3. O

We denote by j : Areg — A the open imbedding and by b; the [-th
Betti number.

Recall from Theorem 1.3.4 the noncanonical isomorphism WCSO ~x1(s).
Section 2 is devoted to the proof of the following

THEOREM 2.1.4. For s € Aqy and for 1 > 0, we have

(2.1.1) dim (R, R'xreg, Q)5 ) = bi(Pice,) = bi(x ()
Theorem 2.1.4 readily implies the following.

COROLLARY 2.1.5. The perverse sheaves Pf%n appearing in the statement
of the decomposition theorem (1.4.6) of Section 1.4.2 for the Hitchin map over
the open set Aqy satisfy

Pf%n = ICAen(Rereg*Q) = Roj*Rereg*Q [dim -’4]’ VZ;

i.e., there is only one intersection complex, supported on the whole Aqp, given
by a sheaf in the single cohomological degree —dim A. In particular, Assump-
tion 1.4.5 of Section 1.4.4 is fulfilled.

Proof that Theorem 2.1.4 implies Corollary 2.1.5. Set R! ::Rlxreg*(@ and
a := dim.A. On the smooth locus A,es, the decomposition theorem takes the

form Xreg,Q ~ @ R![—1]. It follows that (x.Q[a])j4,, ~ (@ IC(R)[-]]) DK,
where K is a direct sum of shifted semisimple perverse sheaves supported on
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proper subsets of A.. Taking the stalk at s € Agy of the cohomology sheaves,

Hk—i—a(X—l(S)) ~ Hk(x*@[ s ~ <@Hk l IC Rl ) @%k
and
bita(x1(s)) = dim H* (h.Qla])s = Zdlm?{k HIC(RY), + dim H* (K),.

By the very definition of intersection cohomology complex, H~%(IC(R!)) =
RYj9R!, hence the equality (2.1.1) forces H"(IC(R')) = 0 for r # —a and
H"(K) =0 for all r. O

Let us briefly outline the structure of the proof of Theorem 2.1.4, which
occupies the remainder of Section 2. In Section 2.2, we prove an upper bound,
Theorem 2.2.7, on the Betti numbers of the compactified Jacobian of an in-
tegral curve with Ap-singularities. The partial normalizations of such a curve
define a natural stratification of the compactified Jacobian; the cohomology
groups of the strata are easy to determine, and the spectral sequence aris-
ing from the stratification gives the desired upper bound. In Section 2.3, we
complement this upper bound estimate with a lower bound estimate, The-
orem 2.3.1, for the dimension of the stalks (Roj*Rereg*Q)s. The proof of
Theorem 2.3.1 consists of a monodromy computation which is completed in
Section 2.3.7. In Section 2.3, we also prove that the decomposition theorem
forces the equality of the two bounds. This completes the proof of Theo-
rem 2.1.4.

Remark 2.1.6. The arguments used in the proof of Theorem 2.1.4 do not
depend on the specific features of the Hitchin map and hold more generally in
the following setting. Suppose S is a nonsingular complex variety and € — S

is a proper family of integral curves, smooth over the open set Syeg <5 ,

which are branched double coverings of a fixed curve C. Let . 1, S be the
associated family of compactified Jacobians. If . is nonsingular, or has at
worst finite quotient singularities, then Theorem 2.1.4 and its Corollary 2.1.5
hold. In particular, for s € S, we have b(f~(s)) = dim ((R%j. R'£.Q)s).

2.2. The upper bound estimate. In this section, C denotes an integral pro-
jective curve whose singularities are double points of type Ay, i.e., analytically
isomorphic to (y?2—z**! = 0) C C? for some k > 1. In view of Proposition 1.3.2
and of the fact that we work exclusively with integral spectral curves, this is
the generality we need. If & > 3, then blowing up a point of type Ay pro-
duces a point of type Ai_o, and if k = 1,2, respectively corresponding to an
ordinary node and a cusp, then blowing up a point resolves the singularity.
The invariant d. := dimg 5@0 /Oc . measures the drop of the arithmetic genus

under normalization. If ¢ € C is a singular point of type Ay, then §, = (%1
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The point ¢ must be blown up d. times in order to be resolved, and, with the
exception of the blowing up of A;, each blowing up map is bijective.

The following theorem lists a few well-known facts concerning the Picard
variety of a curve with singularities of type Ag.

THEOREM 2.2.1. Let C be a reduced and connected projective curve with
at worst Ag-singularities. Let Csng C C be its singular locus, and letv : C — C
be the normalization map. Let v* : Picg — Pic% be the map induced by pull-

back, where Picg (resp. Pic%) s the connected component of the identity of the

Picard scheme of C (resp. C). If c € C is a singular point of type Ay, set

sing

Do Coe if k is even,
¢ C* x C%=1  ifk is odd,

and define the commutative algebraic group P := []ecc.... Pe. Then

(1) If C is irreducible, there is an exact sequence of commutative algebraic

sing

groups
(2.2.1) 1 — P — Picg—Pick — 1.

(2) IfC is reducible and § is the number of irreducible components, we have
an exact sequence

(2.2.2) 1— P/(C)7 7 — Picg—Pict — 1.

Proof. These facts follow directly from the exact sequence of sheaves of
groups on C,
1—0F — I/*Og — V*Oéi/(f)é — 1,
and a local computation (see [40, §7.5, especially Th. 5.19]). O

The connected group Picg acts, via tensor product, on the compactifica-
tion cho, which is obtained by adding degree zero rank 1 torsion free sheaves
on C which are not locally free.

Let v : C' — C be a finite birational map. There is the direct image map

Vy Picczo — Picco, F— v, F'.
The following theorem summarizes most of the properties of the compactified
Jacobians of blow ups that we need in the sequel of the paper.

THEOREM 2.2.2. Let C be an integral, projective curve with at worst
Apg-singularities, let v : C' — C be a finite birational map and let F € Picco.
Then we have

(1) The compactified Jacobian Picc~ is irreducible. The action of Picg has

finitely many orbits. The orbit corresponding to locally free sheaves is
dense.
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(2) The direct image map vy : Picczo — Picc{J s a closed imbedding with
image a closed Picg-mvam'ant subset of TCCO. The image of Picg, s a
locally closed Picg—invariant subset of TCCO.

(3) There are a unique finite birational map p : Cr — C, obtained as a
composition of simple blow ups, and a line bundle L on Cr, such that
F = ,u*L']:.

(4) Let & be the poset of blow ups C' — C. There is a decomposition into
locally closed subsets

(2.2.3) Picc. = [T Picg.
{C'>C)e6
Proof. The proof of (1) can be found in [48], [1]. The proof of (2) can be
found in [5]. The proof of (3) and (4) can be found in [25, Prop. 3.4]. O

The main goal of this section is to prove Theorem 2.2.7, which gives an
upper bound for the Betti numbers of the compactified Jacobian WCCO. In
order to achieve this upper bound, we study the decomposition (2.2.3) by
describing the poset & of all the blowing-ups of C.

Definition 2.2.3. An integral projective curve C with Ap-singularities is
said to be of singular type

E = (kla e ,ko;ko—l-l; L '?k0+e)

if its singular locus consists of o + e distinct points {c1, ..., Co, Cot1,---sCotel,
where ¢, is singular of type Ay, , with k, odd for 1 < a < 0 and k, even for
0+ 1<a<o+e Wesay that each singular point is of one of two possible
types, odd or even. We set O := {c1,..., ¢} C Csing, the set of odd singular
points, and E := {co41,...,Cote} C Csing, the set of even singular points.

Recall that for each entry k, above, we have defined an integer 6., :=
[ka/2].

LEMMA 2.2.4. Let C be of singular type k, let C be its normalization and

let g:=g(C). Then
3 by (PicQ) = 2%+,
1
Proof. A connected commutative Lie group is isomorphic to (S1)" x R*

for some 7 and s. The Betti numbers satisfy $7;b;((S!)" x R®) = 2. In our
case, Theorem 2.2.1 implies that » = 2g + o. O

The poset of blowing ups of C can be described as the set

S ={I = (i1, 00} 0011, -sd0re) ENTC|0<iy <, Va=1,...,0+ ¢},
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where we say that I > I' if i, > i/ foralla=1,...,0+4e. Let C; be the curve
obtained from C by blowing up, in any order, ¢; times the point c;, io times
the point co, etc. Let vy : C; — C be the corresponding finite birational map.
The singular points of C; are still of type Ag.

Theorems 2.2.2 and 2.2.1 can be applied to Picgl and to mo' Note
that C; — C factors through C;y — C if and only if I > I’, and that if
I=(6¢,---,0c,,.), then C = C; — C is the normalization. Define |I| := S 4,.
Theorem 2.2.1 implies that

(2.2.4) dim Picg, = dim Picg — |1].

For I € G, the direct image vr . defines a locally closed imbedding Picgl —

Picco. By applying (2.2.3) to the natural maps C;y — Cy for I' > I, we see
that

50 .
Pice, = H Plcgﬂ.
I'>1

PRrROPOSITION 2.2.5. We have the following inequality concerning Betti

numbers:
S hi(Pice”) < 35 bi(Pic?,).

>0 1€61>0

Proof. Let r be a nonnegative integer. Define the subset of Piccoz
Z, = [] Pice,.
[7|>r
In view of the discussion above, we have

(1) Z, is a closed subset of Picco. In particular, it is compact;
(2) there are closed inclusions ) C Z5 C ... C Z; C Zp = Picco, where

5 = ZCecsing 50’
(3) Zr \ Zry1 = j1j=r Picgj, where the union is over the connected com-
ponents, all of which have the same dimension by (2.2.4).

The nested inclusions (2) yield the classical spectral sequence
(2.2.5) EPY = HPY(Z_, Z_ 1) = HPHI(Picg").
In view of the compactness (1), the E;-term reads
B = HY M NZ_y\ Zpia) = @ H§+q(PiC8])-
[|==p

By Poincaré duality, we have that >7;>¢ bl(Picgl) = Y >pdim Hé(Picgl). It

follows that
> dim EPT =YY " by(Pice,).
P 1€6 1>0
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Clearly, 3=, ,dim EP? < Y, dim E{*?, for every r > 1, and the statement
follows. 0

In what follows, we adopt the convention that a product over the empty
set equals 1. For every subset J C O, let §; := [[.es .. We have the following
lemma.

LEMMA 2.2.6. We have

> b (Picg,) = 920 <H (26, + 1)) (H (6c + 1)) .

IeG >0 ceO cel

Proof. Let oy be the number of odd points on C;. For every 0 < r < o, let
#, be the number of curves C; with a given oy = r. Since Lemma 2.2.4 holds
for every Cy, we have that

o

(226) Z Z bl(PIC?jI) — Z 2254—01 — Z ST 225—4—7"'

1€e6 >0 1e6 r=0

We have

#o = (H 5c> (H(5c+ 1)) ;

ceO ceE
in fact, the following two operations leave the number of odd points unchanged.
Blowing up ¢ times, 0 < t < J., an even point ¢ € E, and blowing up ¢ times,
0 <t <. an odd point ¢ € O.
In order to have precisely o — 1 odd points, we need to first blow up d.
times an odd point c¢. Once this is done, we repeat the count above and deduce
that

b= (ST | TTe+0=( > & | T6.+1.

j=1 ceo ceE JCO celR
c#c; fJ=0—-1

It is clear that we can repeat this argument and rewrite the last term in (2.2.6)
as

2% XO:TZ&I H(5c+1>=<H(26c+1)> (H(acﬂ)),
r=0

JCO celR ceO ceFE
gJ=r
by the elementary equality Y-%_52" > ;co 07 = [[eeo(20: + 1). O
gJ=r

Finally, we combine Proposition 2.2.5 and Lemma 2.2.6 and obtain the
desired upper bound.
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THEOREM 2.2.7. Let C be an integral curve all of whose singularities are
of type Ay. Denote by O :={c1,...,co} the set of its singular points of type Ay
with k odd, and denote by FE := {cot1,...,Core} the set of its singular points
of type Ay with k even. Denote by g the genus of the normalization C of C.

Then
> b (Pic”) < 2% <H (20 + 1)) <H (0c + 1)) :
l

ceO ceE

In fact, Theorem 2.1.4 below implies that the inequality above is in fact
an equality. In particular, see Corollary 2.3.22; the spectral sequence (2.2.5)
degenerates at Fj.

2.3. The lower bound estimate. The aim of this section is to prove Theo-
rem 2.3.1, which, as we show below, readily implies Theorem 2.1.4.

THEOREM 2.3.1. Let s € Aqy, and let Cs be the corresponding spectral
curve with its singular locus {c1,...,Co,Cot1y---sCotet. Let O :={c1,...,¢o}
be the set of points of type A with k odd, and let E := {co,...,Core} be the
set of points of type Ay, with k even. Denote by j : Aweg — Aecn the open
imbedding. Then

2% (H(zéc + 1)) (1‘[(56 - 1)) <> dim (R R Xreg, Q) ,
l

ceO ceEE

where g denotes the genus of the normalization 6’: of Cs.

Proof that Theorem 2.3.1 implies Theorem 2.1.4. We have the following
inequalities:

S~ dim (R Rl xeeg, @), < 30 (Pice,”) < Y dim (RO R'xres, Q)
l l l
where the first one follows from the general equality

fodim A(ICA(Rereg*Q))S = (Roj*Rereg*Q>s

combined with the decomposition theorem (1.4.4) and (1.4.6) in Section 1.4.2
for the Hitchin map over Aq; where we add up only the summands supported
on A, and the second inequality follows immediately by combining Theo-
rems 2.2.7 and 2.3.1. ]

Outline of the strategy for the proof of Theorem 2.3.1. Let s € Agy. In
view of Corollary 1.3.6, we have the natural isomorphism
l l
(Roj*Rereg*Q)s = (ROJ* /\ Rlureg*Q> = lij}F (N N -Arega /\ Rlureg*(@> >
S
where the direct limit is taken over the set of connected neighborhoods N of s

in A.
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Fix a base-point ng € N N A.es. We have the monodromy representation
T1 (N N Apeg, no) — Aut(H1(Chp,))

and its exterior powers .

7T1(N N Areg,no) — Aut(/\ H1(0n0)>-

The evaluation map I'(N NAreg, AL Rl tireg, Q) —> AL H1(Chry) at the point
no identifies the vector space of sections I'(N N Apeg, /\l Rlureg ,Q) with the
subspace of monodromy invariants of A! Hi(Cy,). Thus, in order to prove
Theorem 2.3.1 we need to investigate the monodromy of the restriction of the
spectral curve family teg @ C Areg Areg to N N Apeg, where N is a small
enough connected neighborhood of s in A.

We consider the local family 4, — U of double coverings of C' whose
branch locus is “close” to that of Cs; i.e., it is contained in a neighborhood
U of the divisor (s — 4s3) in the symmetric product of C. The family has
the property that every other family of double coverings whose branch locus is
contained in U is the pull-back of 6, — U via a uniquely determined map; see
Proposition 2.3.11 for a precise statement. We investigate the monodromy of
the smooth part of this family, and we determine the dimension of the subspace
of monodromy invariants in the exterior powers of the associated local system.
Since the spectral curve family, restricted to a small enough neighborhood of
s in A, is isomorphic to the pullback of this local family via the map © of
Remark 1.3.3, the dimension of the subspace of monodromy invariants of the
local family gives a lower bound for the dimension of the monodromy invariants
of the spectral curve family, thus proving Theorem 2.3.1.

Remark 2.3.2. While our analysis of the monodromy is purely local, a
detailed study of the global monodromy of the family M;e; — Areg has been
carried out, for C' a hyperelliptic curve, by Copeland in [17].

Notation 2.3.3. In the remaining of Section 2.3, for notational simplicity,
we denote with the same symbol a cycle (resp. relative cycle) and the homol-
ogy (resp. relative homology) class it defines. In particular, an equality of
cycles (resp. relative cycles) will always mean equality of their homology (resp.
relative homology) classes.

2.3.1. The double covering of a disc. We review some basic facts (see [4,
Part 1]) concerning the topology of a holomorphic branched double covering
p:S — D of the closed unit disc D C C, with boundary D and interior D,
under the following

Assumption 2.3.4. The map p is the restriction of a holomorphic mapping
from thickenings of domain and codomain, there are no branch points on 0D
and the degree 2r of the branch locus divisor Z is even.



1360 M. A. A. DE CATALDO, T. HAUSEL, and L. MIGLIORINI

Let pz(z) be the monic degree 2r polynomial vanishing on Z. Then
(2.3.1) S = {(z,w) e D x C such that w? = pz(z)} , plz,w) = z.

Remark 2.3.5. Since pz(z) has even degree, the boundary 9S = p~1(0D)
of S consists of two connected components 9’ and 9", which we endow with
the orientation induced from S. We denote the resulting cycles in homology
with the same symbols (cf. Notation 2.3.3).

Assume Z consists of 2r distinct points. By the Riemann-Hurwitz formula,
S is biholomorphic to a compact Riemann surface of genus r — 1 with two open
disks removed.

Denote by I := [0,2r + 1] C R, and let 8 : T — D be a differentiable
imbedding such that 0DNB(I) = {5(0), B(2r+1)} and Z = {5(1),...,B(2r)}.
The subsets

)‘] = :0_1 (5([.]7.]+ 1]))7 .] = 1,...,27'— 1
are closed curves, which we orient subject to the requirements
(2.3.2) (Ajs Ajr1) = 1,

where (, ) denotes the intersection product with respect to the the natural
orientation of S, and the equality in homology

(2.3.3) D X1 =7
j=1

The 1-cycles {\; }?7«:—11 form a basis for the first homology group H;(S).

Remark 2.3.6. In view of the long exact sequence in relative homology of
the pair (S,0S), the kernel of the natural map Hi(S) — Hi(S,9S) is one
dimensional, generated by the cycle 377 Agj—1 = d’. In order to complete the
set {A; }?”:_11 to a system of generators of Hi(S,dS), we need to add a relative
1-cycle sent via the boundary map to a generator of Ker { Hy(9S) — Hy(S)},
namely a cycle joining the two components 9’,0” of the boundary. We take
the relative homology class of the curve

(2.3.4) = p L (B([0,1]) € 8
oriented so that we have the first equality below. We have
(2.3.5) (g, M) =1 and (g, A;) =0, V1<j<2r—1

The relative homology classes of the cycles {\1,..., Agp—1, u} form a set of
generators for Hi (S, dS) subject to the only relation 77 _; Agj—1 = 0.
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2.3.2. The family of coverings of the disc and its monodromy. We identify
the symmetric product D", parametrizing the effective divisors of degree 2r
on the unit disk ID, with the space of monic polynomials of degree 2r whose
roots have absolute values less than 1, by sending v = (vy,...,v9,) € D) to
pu(X) = [I3" (X —v;). The elementary symmetric functions of (vy, ..., ve,) give
a system of coordinates for D7), thus realizing it as a bounded open subset
of C?r.

Notation 2.3.7. We denote a point in DZ") C C?" by the divisor v on I
or by its associated monic polynomial p,,.

On D x D7) there is the divisor
Loy = {(z,p) e D x D®) such that p(z) = 0}
and the double covering
Sop = {(z,p,w) €D x D@) x C such that w? = p(z)} ,

defining the family ®, : .7, — D) of (possibly singular) Riemann sur-
faces with boundary (for every fiber S,, the singularities are disjoint from the

boundary):
\ /

D x D7),

(2.3.6)

The map ps, is a double covering branched over Z5,, and, for v € D),
the fibre S, := ®,!(v) is the double covering S, — D of equation w? = p,(2)
branched precisely over the effective divisor v in D.

Remark 2.3.8. By Remark 2.3.5, the boundary of every fibre of the map
®,, consists of two connected components. Since D(2") is contractible, we have
a smooth trivialization 0., ~ (S 1S 1) x D) well defined up to isotopy.

The locus F of polynomials with vanishing discriminant is a divisor in
D) and ]D(%) = D(2r) \ E is the open subset corresponding to multiplicity
free divisors, namely 2r-tuples of distinct points in ID. The double covering
S, = ®5!(v) of D introduced in Section 2.3.2 is nonsingular if and only if

(2r)
v € Dreg’.

We choose a base-point v € Dgg) . The fundamental group 7 (Dﬁﬁg), v) is
the classical braid group 42" on 2r strands (see [4], §3.3). As in Section 2.3.1,
a differentiable imbedding 5 : I — D, such that v = {8(1),...,5(2r)}, defines
a basis {\; QT_ L of Hi(S,), the relative class u € Hi(S,,dS,), and the usual
set T4, .. Tgr_l of generators of %% . If v; :== B(i), the braid T; exchanges v;



1362 M. A. A. DE CATALDO, T. HAUSEL, and L. MIGLIORINI

with v; 1 by a half-turn. More precisely, let D™, D~ be the two open half-discs
determined by 8 and its orientation; then 7; can be represented by two curves
7,77 :[0,1] — D such that

(2.3.7) ) = ()= v TH1) =77 (0) = v,

We apply the Ehresmann fibration lemma to the restriction of the family
Dy, to DSQ. We have monodromy homeomorphisms M(T;) : (S,,0S,) —
(Sy,08y) for i =1,...,2r — 1, which restrict to the identity on the boundary
08S,. They are unique up to an isotopy which fixes the boundary pointwise.

Let v € Hi(Sy,0Sy) be a relative 1-cycle. Since the monodromy homeo-
morphisms fix the boundary, the difference M (T;)(y) — v is homologous to a
cycle, denoted Var;(7), disjoint from the boundary. This defines the classical
variation maps (see [4, §2.1]):

Vari:Hl(Sg,GSE)%Hl(SE), 1=1,...,2r — 1.
ProOPOSITION 2.3.9. The following holds:

N ifj=i—1,
Vari()\j) = N ifj=i4+1, Vari(,u) = {
0 ifj#i—1,1+1,

0 ifi#l,
Noifi=1.

Proof. The monodromy M (T;) is associated with the degeneration of S,
in which the i-th and (i + 1)-th ramification points come together and the
covering acquires a node. It follows that M(T;) is a Dehn twist around ;.
The Picard-Lefschetz formula ([4, §1.3]) gives

if c € Hi(Sy,08S,), then Var;(c) = (¢, Ai) .

We conclude by combining the above with (2.3.2) and (2.3.5). O

2.3.3. The local family. Let d = 2r be an even positive integer, and let a
be a partition of d, which we write

(2.3.8) a=(a1,...,a2+e),
where ay, ..., as, are odd positive integers and asy1, .- ., a2w+e are even pos-
itive integers; we set
i
(2.3.9) do := 0, d; ::Zaj fori=1,...,2w+e.
=1

Clearly d = day4e-
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Let o be an effective divisor of degree d on a projective nonsingular curve
C with multiplicity type a, namely

2w—-e
(2.3.10) o= ai,
i=1
where the points q1, ..., ga.+e of C are distinct.

Let O¢ (o) be the corresponding line bundle on C and let s € I'(C, O¢(0))
be the section vanishing at o, well defined up to a nonzero scalar. We choose
a square root of O¢(c), that is, a line bundle L on C such that L®? ~ O¢(0).

The double cover C, of C' branched over ¢ is the curve on the total space
V(L) = C of L defined by

{y e V(L) : y* = n*s}.

Note that the topology, e.g., its being connected or not, depends on the choice
of the square root L, and not only on o.
From this point on, we work under the following

Assumption 2.3.10. The double covering C, is integral.

The effective divisors of degree 2r on the curve C' are parametrized by
the symmetric product C'?”), which is a nonsingular algebraic variety, strat-
ified by the loci corresponding to divisors with a fixed multiplicity type. We
denote by Cﬁgg) the open subset consisting of multiplicity-free divisors and,
for every subset Y C C(QT), we set Vi 1= Y N Cﬁgg). We have the divi-
sor Z = {(c, u) e CxCP) : ce u} C C x C7) | the associated line bundle
O(Z) on C x C?) and its tautological section S € I'(C' x C?"), O(Z)) van-
ishing at Z. Given an open subset V C C x C®), we set Zy := ZNV and
denote by Oy (Z) and Sy the restrictions of the corresponding objects to V.

The following proposition follows readily from the fact that the squaring
map Picl — Picd’ is étale.

ProprosiTION 2.3.11. Let U be a connected and simply connected open
neighborhood of o in C®") | and let Zy = Z N (C x U). Then for every line
bundle L on C such that L®% ~ Oc(0), there is a projective family ®y

bu

y

ZMC—>C><L{

/\

with the following properties:
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(1) For u € U, the curve Cy, = ®,,' (u) Ly C is a double covering of C
ramified at the effective divisor u = ZyNpy ' (u), and Cy = &, (0) L%
C' is the double covering of C ramified at o corresponding to the choice
of the square root L.

(2) The map py is a double covering branched over Zy.

(3) The restriction Py, : Cliye, = ®;, (Ureg) — Ureg is a smooth family.

(4) If

is a family of double coverings of C with p’' ramified over the divisor
7' and, for tg € T, there is an isomorphism

' (to)

N

C,

then, for a suitable neighborhood V- C T of tg, the map 0 : V — U
associating to t € T the branch locus of ®~1(t) — C defines an
isomorphism ® (V) ~ Gy xg V over V.

We now define the distinguished neighborhoods of o in C'?").
Choose a closed disc A C C whose interior A contains the support of o.
Choose open discs Ay, ..., Agyye € A C C so that
(1) ¢ € A; for all i.
(2) A; CAforalli, and A;NA; =0 for all i # j.
(ai)

As in Section 2.3.2, we have the a;-th symmetric product A;™ and its open sub-

set AE re)g corresponding to a;-tuples of distinct points. The set of effective divi-
sors of degree 2r consisting of a; points contained in A;, wherei =1,...,2w+e,

defines a distinguished neighborhood of o € C(?"):
N o= HAEM) C A2r) C o).

Distinguished neighborhoods are contractible and give rise to a fundamental
system of neighborhoods of o € C'®”). We also have the open subset

(2.3.11) Nieg := N N CE) HA(‘“) C AP

reg

consisting of the simple, i.e., multiphclty—free, divisors in N.
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By Proposition 2.3.11, the choice of a square root L of the line bundle

Oc (o) yields the family ®@r) @ Caen — A®") | the smooth family D) :
%Aﬁﬁgf — Ageg), and their restrictions ®xr : G — N and Py, : Cnjey — Nrcg-

Our aim is the proof of Theorem 2.3.12 below. This result is the main
step in the proof of Theorem 2.3.1 which, as we have seen at the beginning of

Section 2.3, completes the proof of the main Theorem 2.1.4 of this section.

THEOREM 2.3.12. Let C be a monsingular projective curve of genus g,
let o € C?) be an effective divisor of multiplicity type a = (a1, ..., Gapte),
and let L be a square root of Oc(o) such that the associated double covering

o : Cpo — C is integral. Let N be a distinguished neighborhood of o, let
Nieg be the open subset of simple divisors in N, and let j : Nyeg —> N be the
corresponding imbedding. Then

(2.3.12)
4g+2r—2 4g+2r—2

Z d1m<Roj*/\R1<I>Nrcg*@> Z dlmF(/\/}eg,/\lebNrcg*Q)

=0 o
2w+-e
= 2492( I (ai + 1)).
i=1
Remark 2.3.13. Recall the Definition 2.2.3 of singular type of an integral
curve with Ag-singularities and of the two sets O and E. With the notation of
Theorem 2.3.12, we have E = {p;*(¢;)} for i € {1,...,2w} such that a; # 1,
and O = {p;'(g:)} for 2w+1 < i < 2w+e. With the convention that if a; = 1,
then the term a; — 1 should be deleted from the singular type vector k, we have
that C, has singular type k = (agy+1 — 1,..., 0204 — ;a1 — 1,... a2, — 1).
Then, the right-hand side of equation 2.3.12 equals the quantity

225(.3611)(256 + 1)) (};[E(éc + 1))

associated with the singular curve C, (see Theorem 2.2.7).
Fori=1,...,2w+¢, we set §; .—6_1(q
if a; = 1, i.e., if p;1(g;) is a nonsingular point of C,. Clearly

2w 2w—e
(2.3.13) <H(256+ 1)) <H(5c+ 1)) = (H(&i +1)> < ﬁ (26; + 1)) .

) with the convention that §; = 0

ceO ceEE i=1 i=2w+1

By the Riemann-Hurwitz formula and the definition of the d-invariant (§ 2.2),
we have that

(2.3.14)
2w—+te 2w 1 2w—+te

~ 1 1
g:29+r—1—26i:2g+§ ; ai—1—§Z( i—1)—— Z a; = 2g+w—1.

i=1 z w+1
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Now use the fact that

(2.3.15) @ = { 20; if a; is even
3. ;=

20; +1 if a; is odd,

and deduce the equality

Qwte 2w 2w+-e

i1 i=1 i=2w+1
~ 2w 2w—+te
=22[+1) ] (26 +1),
=1 1=2w+1

whose right-hand side coincides, by (2.3.13), with
2% (H (26, + 1)) (H (5 + 1)) :
ceO ceE

Fori=1,...,2w+e¢, let u; e Al and let u = (uy,...,Uspyre) € Nreg-

i,reg’
We have the monodromy representation

7['1(./\[reg, ) —>Aut(H1(C’ ))

and its exterior powers

l
Wl(Mega ) — Aut </\H1 )

The evaluation map at the base-point u gives an isomorphism

l ! m
r (Mega/\qu)Meg*Q> i> </\ Hl(cu)> >

where (—)™ denotes the subspace of invariants.

Remark 2.3.14. Since the family @, @ €y, — Nreg is the restriction
to Neg of the family @ AGD 7 A — Al(feg), its monodromy representation
reg

reg

is the composition
(2.3.16) 1 (Nregs 1) — 1 (AZD, 1) — Aut(Hi(Cy)).

2.3.4. Proof of Theorem 2.3.12. Step 1: splitting off the constant part.
We have the diagram

(I’A(Qr) AQT)

p$ /

C x A7)

CgA@T‘)
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of Proposition 2.3.11 and the nonsingular branched double covering

(2.3.17) it DLl (W) = Cy — C.

By the Riemann-Hurwitz formula we have g(Cy) = 2g+r—1, where, we remind
the reader, r = de% = Z"—ai We set

Remark 2.3.15. In view of Remark 2.3.5, the inverse image p,!(0A) =
0 E, consists of two connected components. There are two distinct possibilities
for the restriction of the covering p, to C. The former is that this restricted
covering is disconnected and thus biholomorphic to two copies of C'\ A. This
is the case if the square root L of O¢(o) is a trivial line bundle on C' \ A.
The latter, corresponding to the case in which L is a nontrivial line bundle on
C'\ A, is that C' is connected, in which case C' = C"\ (U [[Us) is obtained
by removing two discs Uy, Us from a connected compact Riemann surface C’
of genus 2g — 1.

Since the line bundle associated with a divisor on C supported on A is
trivial on C' \ A, we have a biholomorphism (of surfaces with boundaries)
g}m((c \A) x APy ~ & x A@) | and the family Dp@r) : Creny — ACT)
is obtained by glueing the family ,03%) (A x APy — A®") to the constant
family C' x A" — A" along the boundary (S']]S%) x A7) the same
clearly applies to its restrictions ®ar, @y, -

The long exact sequence of relative cohomology of the pair E, C Cy, the
vanishing Hy(Z,) = 0, and the fact that Hy(Z,) — Ho(C},) is an isomorphism
give the exact sequence
(2.3.18)

0 — H3(Cy) —> H3(Cu, Ey) —> H1(Ey) — H1(Cy) —> H1(Cy, Eu) —> 0

HQ(éaaé) Hl(éaaé)7
where the vertical arrows indicate the excision isomorphisms.

Case 1: C is disconnected. Here dim Ho(C,,,Z,) = 2 and dim H;(C,, E,,)
~ H1(C)®% = 4g; define

(2319) Ha,disc = Im{Hl (EH) — Hl(CH)}

It follows from the sequence (2.3.18) that dim Hy gise = 27 — 2, and we have an
exact sequence

(2.3.20) 0— chdisc — Hl(CE) — Hl(Ou = ) — 0.

Remark 2.3.16. In this case, in order to satisfy Assumption 2.3.10, we
must have w > 1. In fact, if w = 0, every singular point of C, has two branches.
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Let v : C, — C, be the normalization map. Since the inverse image by v of
every singular points consists of two points, the composition E}’VU - Cc, —C
is an étale covering, which must be trivial if C is disconnected. This implies
that a; is disconnected and C, is reducible against Assumption 2.3.10. See
also [44, §11].

Remark 2.3.17. Given a basis of H;(C), it is possible to represent its
elements by cycles contained in C'\ A. By taking pre-images of these cycles
via py, we get 4¢g linearly independent homology classes which split the exact
sequence (2.3.20). Since, as we have already observed, the family @, :
Caery — A®) is obtained by glueing the constant family with the family
p&%m (A x ACMY — A®") the direct sum decomposition

(2.3.21) Hy(Cy) = Hygisc ® H1(C)®*

is invariant under the action of 7r1(A§Z£),E), which is trivial on the second
summand.

Case 2: C is connected. Tn this case dim Hy(Cy, Z, =1 and dim H; (Cy, E,,)
= 4g — 1; the sequence (2.3.18) takes the form

(2.3.22) 0 — Hi(E,) — Hi(Cy) — Hi(Cy, Eu) = Hi(C,0C) — 0.

As we already observed in Remark 2.3.15, C' = €'\ (U; [[ Us) is obtained
by removing two discs Uy, Us from a connected compact Riemann surface C’ of
genus 2g — 1; it is readily seen that the map H;(C’) — Hy(C’,0U; ] 0Us) is
injective. We have the excision isomorphism H;(C’,dU; [[8Us) = H,(C,dC),
by which we identify H;(C") with a subspace of H(C,0C). Let 4 € Hy(C,0C)
be the class of a path in C joining the two connected components of its bound-
ary. It is then easy to see that Hl(é, OC’) = H,(C")@ Span+. By using the
excision isomorphism Hi(Cy,Z,) = Hl(é,aé’), we obtain an isomorphism
Hl (CE, Eﬂ) = Hl(C") @ Span ’Ay

The natural map Hl(é) — H;(C") is clearly surjective, as every class
in Hy(C") can be represented by cycles contained in C. By using this fact,
we choose a (noncanonical) splitting H;(C") — Hi(C). An easy argument,
based on the Mayer-Vietoris exact sequence associated with the decomposition
C, = C'UZ,, shows that the map H;(C) — H;(C,) is injective. Via the
composition Hy(C") — Hy(C) — Hi(C,), we may then identify H;(C")
with a subspace of H1(C,). The lack of canonicity of this identification will be
harmless for what follows.

2.3.5. Proof of Theorem 2.3.12. Step 2: construction of an adapted basis.
Let us choose a differentiable imbedding 8 : I = [0,2r + 1] — A with the
following properties:



TOPOLOGY OF HITCHIN SYSTEMS 1369

(1) A NOE = {B(0), B2r + 1)},
(2) w; ={B(di=1 +1),...,8(d;)} for i = 1,...,2w + €, with d; defined in
(2.3.9).
(3) Foreveryi=1,...,2w+¢, the inverse images 37! (B(I)NA;) are closed
sub-intervals of 1.
Asin Sections 2.3.1 and 2.3.2, 5 defines the cycles \; € H1(E,,), p€ H1(Ey, 0 Ey),
and the set {T;} of generators of %"
The open imbedding N;eg — Agg)
1 (Nreg, u) — wl(Aggg),g) = %A%, Tt is evident from the definition of A,
and 3 that, if d; < j < d;41, then T can be represented by a pair of curves

induces the group homomorphism

as in (2.3.7), whose image is entirely contained in A;, and is hence contained
in the image of the homomorphism above, whereas this is not possible if j €
{di,...,day+e—1}. This observation readily implies the following lemma; the
missing details of the proof are left to the reader.

LEMMA 2.3.18. The map
71 (Nreg, u) — 7r1(A(2r) u) = B>

reg )=

is injective. Its image is the subgroup %B° of B°*" generated by the elements
,Tj,SfOT’j S {1,...,27"— 1}\{d1,...,d2w+5_1}.

Remark 2.3.19. Tt follows from Lemma 2.3.18 that if N7 C N is another
distinguished neighborhood and u € N’, then the natural map 71 (Nyey, u) —
71 (Nreg, 1) is an isomorphism and

l l
F(Meg’ /\ RICI)/\/reg*Q) — F(A/;,ega /\ qu)/\/’ Q)

reg x

is an isomorphism. Hence the natural maps

l
r (-/\/’regy /\ R! (I)./\/rcg *Q)

l l
- F('/V’rleg’ /\ qu)Mcg*Q> — (RO‘]* /\ qu)Meg*Q>

g

are isomorphisms.

In the case in which C' is disconnected, the kernel of the map H; (By) —
H,(C,) is generated by the element 7%, Ay;_1; see (2.3.3). Since, by Re-
mark 2.3.16, w > 1, we may use this relation to eliminate Ay, so that the
set {\;}, for i = 1,...,2r — 1,9 # ay, is a basis for the space Hggisc =
Im H,(Z,) — H;i(Cy). This choice is suggested by Lemma 2.3.18 since T,, ¢
PB". Tt will be evident in Section 2.3.6 that this choice is computationally quite
convenient.
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In force of Remarks 2.3.17 and 2.3.14 and Lemma 2.3.18, we are reduced
to compute the dimension of the subspace of invariants of A® Hj gisc for the

action of the group #°® C %% ~ m(Aﬁeg), u) defined in Lemma 2.3.18.

We now deal with the case in which C is connected; we resume the nota-
tion introduced at the end of Section 2.3.4. Recall, in particular, the relative
cycle 4, the identification of H;(C’) with a subspace of H;(C,,E,), and the
noncanonical one with a subspace of H;(C,). We lift the relative class 4 to a
homology class Ao € H1(C,,) by joining 4 with a representative of the relative
cycle p defined by (2.3.4) in Z,. Setting Hgconn = Hi(E4) @ Span Ao, the
decomposition

(2.3.23) Hl(cg) = Ha,conn@Hl(C/)

is wl(Aﬁﬁg), u) >~ B> -invariant. Note that, by (2.3.5), the action on ) is given
by

(2.3.24) Tz()\g) = Xg if 7 # 1 and Tl()\o) = Ao+ A1.

Since, by construction, the cycles in the subspace H;(C’) may be chosen to be
entirely contained in C, the action of %% on the summand H;(C") is trivial,
and, by Remark 2.3.14 and Lemma 2.3.18, we are reduced to compute the
dimension of the subspace of invariants of A® Hgconn for the action of the

group #°* C A" ~ m(Aﬁﬁg),g).
In either case, a local coordinate ¢ : A — D, defined on an open set
containing A, identifies the family pzw) (A x APy — A7) with the family
r o Ty — D) of Section 2.3.2 and the restriction Puz, Hy — A with

the double covering S, — D, where v := ((u). By (2.3.9), the action of %°
on Hg conn and Hg gisc is then given by
(2.3.25)

Ti(A\j) =A; if[i—j] #1, Ti(Nig1) = A1 — Xin - Ti(Nim1) = hie1 + i

2.3.6. Proof of Theorem 2.3.12. Step 3: computation of monodromy in-
variants. Lemma 2.3.20 and Proposition 2.3.21 below summarize the linear
algebra facts which we need to complete the proof of Theorem 2.3.12.

LEMMA 2.3.20. Let U be a vector space of even dimension 2m with basis
Cly- -, Com, and denote by \* U its exterior algebra. Let Ty, ..., Toy, € Aut(U)
be defined by

(2.3.26) Ti(cj) =c¢; if li—j| #1, Ti(cit1) = civ1—ci, Ti(ci—1) = ci—1+ci,

and denote their natural extensions to \*U again by T;. For I C{1,...,2m},
let T1 be the subgroup of Aut(A\® U) generated by the T;’s with i € I, and denote
by (AN°U)TT C A\*U the subspace of Tr-invariants.



(1)
(2)
(3)
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For I ={1,2,...,2m}, we have dim (\® U)"" = m + 1.

For I' ={2,3,...,2m}, we have dim (\* U)™" = 2m + 1.
ForI"={2,--- t,t+2,...,2m}, with t odd, we have dim (\* U)"™" =
(t+1)(2m—t+1).

Proof. For a,b € {1,...,2m}, with a < b and a = b(2), we set

Cla,p] = Ca + Cay2 + -+ Cp—2 + Cp.

It immediately follows from (2.3.26) that

(2.3.27)

Cla.b) ifi#a—10+1,
T (C[a,b]> =19 Clab] — Ca-1 ifi=a-—1,
Clap) t o1 fi=0+1

Case I ={1,...,2m}. A direct computation using (2.3.27) shows that
m 2
Q= ZC[LQS,H N Ccogs € /\U
s=1

is T'-invariant and Q™ # 0. Hence 1,9Q,92,...,Q™ are the desired
m + 1 T'-invariants.
Case I' = {2,...,2m}. Since T < Ty, the Qs introduced above are
Tp-invariant. Furthermore, since 11 ¢ T, it follows from (2.3.27) that
Ci2,2m] € UTr. Then 1, C12,2m)> Q, C[2,2m] AR VA C[2,2m] /\Qm_l, Q™ give
the desired 2m+1 T /—invariants, which, being nonzero and of different
degrees, are linearly independent.
Case I” = {2,...,t,t +2,...,2m} with t odd. In addition to the T''-
invariant cpp 9,,) € U introduced above, we have ¢y ;) € U Tir | again by
(2.3.27), since Ty4q ¢ Tyo.

Let Up be the space spanned by c[3 2,,) and c[1 4, and set

Uy := Span{ca, cs,...,c¢} and Uy := Span{ci+2, ¢t43, ..., Cam }-

It results from (2.3.26), and again from the fact that T34, ¢ T7v, that
the direct sum decomposition U = Uy @ Uy & Us is Tyr-invariant.

Let G be the group generated by {75, T3, ...,T;}, and let G2 be the
group generated by {Tito,Ti+3,. .., Tom}-

Applying case (1) of this Lemma to the vector spaces U; and Us
with the groups G1, G5 respectively, gives

(t—1)

DN |

2% G1
Qf;e(/\m) . vosks
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and

2l G2 1
QéG(/\UQ) , V0§l<§(2m—t—1).

Since Gy acts trivially on Us and G acts trivially on Uy, the i(t—i— 1)
-(2m—t+1) elements Q¥ @0, € A\2* U@ A% Uy are Ty invariant. They
are, furthermore, linearly independent since they are nonzero and live
in different summands of the direct sum decomposition of \* (U1 @ Us).

From the T}r-isomorphism
/\U ~ (/\Uo) ® (/\U1> ® (/\Uz) )
we conclude that (A\®U)™™ is a free 1(t +1)(2m — t + 1)-rank mod-
ule over the four-dimensional Tj-invariant algebra A® Uy, hence its
dimension is (t + 1)(2m —t + 1).
In all of the three cases considered, it is not hard to verify that there is no
other invariant. 0

Let a be a partition of d, with associated integers a;,w, e, d; as in (2.3.8),
(2.3.9), and let #° be the group of Lemma 2.3.18. Let
(2.3.28)
Vadisc be the Q-vector space generated by the set Igise = {1,...,d—1}\{a1},

and let
(2.3.29)
Va,conn be the Q-vector space generated by the set Ioonn = {0,...,d — 1}.

In either case, denote by {\;}ic; the corresponding basis, with I = Igjs. or
I = I.onn and endow the vector spaces and their exterior algebras A® Vg dgisc
and A® Vg conn With the #%module structure defined by (2.3.25).

PROPOSITION 2.3.21. Let (—)?" denote the subspace of %B°-invariants.
We have

. 7
. 1
(2330) dim </\ Va,disc) - Z H(a‘l + 1)7
B

(2.3.31) dim (/\ Va,conn) . [1(ai +1).

Proof. We first prove (2.3.30), starting with the case ¢ = 0. We proceed
by induction on w.

Assume w=1. Then a = (ay1,a2) and B* = B x $B% is the group
generated by T1,...,Ta,—1,Tay+1,- -+ Luy+ag—1. Since Ty, ¢ A% it follows
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from (2.3.25) that the direct sum decomposition Vg gisc = W1 @ W with
W1 = Span{)\l, ey Aalfl}, W2 = Span{)\a1+1, e a)\a1+a271}7

is #"-invariant. Since furthermore, #*' acts trivially on A\®* Wy and #“? acts
trivially on A® Wi, we have

()= (i) ")
(i) (i)

We now apply Lemma 2.3.20(1) twice, first setting U = Wj and 2m = a; — 1
and then U = W3 and 2m = ap—1, to find dim (A® V,, dise)”? =1 7(a1+1)(az+1).

e Assume the statement is proved for every multiplicity type a with ¢ =0
and w < k, and let o/ = (a,a2511, a2k12), with a := (ay,...,a9). Set d' :=
d + agpyr and d” == d + agpp1 + aghro. We have BY ~ B x B°, where
PB® ~ B2kt x JB¥2k+2 is the subgroup generated by

TdJrl, . Td’—l; Td’+17 . 7Td”—1-

The subspace Vg gise = Span{Ai}icqi,. a1y, € Vi is 2 -invariant, and the
z;éal
subgroup %" acts trivially on it by (2.3.25). Hence

H Cl/ 718 aBa 2k
(/\ Va,disc>:ﬂ = (/\ Va,disc)ﬁ and dim (/\ Va,disc>:ﬂ = % H(az + 1)
=1

by the inductive hypothesis. The subspace Span{ Ay, ..., Ag#_1}, however, is
not #* invariant as 7, d-1(Ad) = Ag — Ag—1. We correct this by introducing
M= M+ Ago + - + Adyy_1+1; by (2.3.25) we have Tj ()\d) = )\ if j #
Clgk_l, d+ 1. Since szki1 ¢ A%, while Td+1()\d) =\ + Ad+1, the subspace

W .= Span{jxd, Ad+]_, ey )\d”fl}

is #% -invariant. The decomposition Var disc = Va,dise®W is hence 2" -invariant
and %% acts trivially on W. Since Ty ¢ A%, we can apply case (3) of
Lemma 2.3.20 to U = W with £ = agx4+1. The statement is now proved
for every a such that ¢ = 0.

Case € > 0. Assume the statement is proved for every a with ¢ < k. Let
= (a,ag4+¢) and let d’ := d + ag, 4. Just as in the case above, we set

W = Span{j\d, )\d—I—l» ey >\d’—1}7

/.

where A := Ag+ Ag_a+- -+ Ady,,_1+1, We have a 2% -invariant decomposition
Var disc = Va,dise © W with the property that £ acts trivially on W and Z8%2«+=
acts trivially on V; gisc; we may thus apply case (2) of Lemma 2.3.20 to U = W
with 2m = agye.
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The proof of (2.3.31) goes along the same lines as that of (2.3.30), so we
will skip some details. We proceed by induction on w + €.

e Assume € = 1, w = 0. Then a = (a;) with a; even, and V; conn i gener-
ated by Ao, ..., Aq;—1 with the action of the group generated by 17, ...,T,, —1.
This is, up to an obvious renumbering, precisely case (2) of Lemma 2.3.20,
which gives dim(A*® Va,conn)%u =a; + 1.

e Assume instead w = 1, ¢ = 0. Then a = (a1,az) with aj,as odd,
d = a1 + ag, and Vg conn is generated by Ao, ..., Ag—1 with the action of the
group generated by 11,...,7T4,-1,Ta,+1,-.-,24—1. This is, up to an obvious
renumbering, case (3) of Lemma 2.3.20 with ¢t = a1, 2m = a; + a2, and we
obtain dim(A® Vg conn)? = (a1 + 1)(az + 1).

e Assume the statement is proved for all a with w + & < k. Given o’ with
w+ € =k + 1, one needs to consider two cases:

(i) ' := (a,a) with a even. Defining M= M+ Mg + - + Ay, We
have a 2% -invariant decomposition Vi conn = Va,conn @ W, with W :=
Span{;\d, Ad+1s -5 Ad+a—1}, and we proceed as above, applying case
(2) of Lemma 2.3.20 to U = W with 2m = a.

(i) o' := (a,d’,a") with a’,a” odd. Defining M= Mg+ Ageo+-+ Ay, We
have a % -invariant decomposition Vi conn = Va,conn @ W, with W :=
Span{jxd, Ad+1s- s Adia'+a”—1}, and we proceed as above, applying
case (3) of Lemma 2.3.20 to U = W with 2m = a. O

Proof of Theorem 2.3.12. In the case in which C is disconnected, the de-
composition (2.3.21) Hy(Cy) = Hyg gise® H1(C)®?, the fact that 71 (Nyeg, 1) acts
trivially on the 4g-dimensional space H1(C)®2, the identification of 71 (Nyeg, w)
with % acting on Hg gisc as described in (2.3.25), and case (1) of Proposi-
tion 2.3.21 applied to Hy gisc imply that

(/\ HM))MM%’U) - (/\ Hd)g R A (1))

and

Meg 72)

dim </.\ Hl(Cu)>m( — 949 (% H(a,- + 1)) —_ 9192 H(ai +1)

In a completely analogous way, in the case in which C is connected, the de-
composition (2.3.23) H1(Cy) = Haconn @ H1(C"), the fact that m(Nreg, )
acts trivially on the 4¢g — 2-dimensional space Hi(C”), the identification of
71 (Nreg, ) with #* acting on Hg conn as described in (2.3.25), and case (2) of
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Proposition 2.3.21 applied to Hg conn, imply that

(A Hﬂ@))mweg’u) - (A H)% ® (Am(e)

and

° 1 (Meg :H)
dim ( N\ Hi (C’u))

2.3.7. Proof of Theorem 2.3.1: Back to the spectral curve. We resume
the notation of the statement of Theorem 2.3.1. Let N be a distinguished
neighborhood of ©(s) € C(?%. For a small enough neighborhood N of s € Ag,
we have ©(N) C N and O(NNAreg) C Nreg. Let @ pr be the family constructed
in Proposition 2.3.11 associated with the choice of the square root O¢(D) of
Oc(O(s)) ~ O¢(2D). By point (4) in Proposition 2.3.11, the restriction of the
spectral curve family to N N A is the pullback via © of @y, . Hence, by

=2"2T](a;i + 1). O

Corollary 1.3.6 and by the base change theorem for proper maps, we have the
isomorphisms of local systems on N N Ayeg:

l
R'Xreq,Q ~ ©F (/\ quwrcg*@) .

As the stalk (R° j*Rlxreg*Q) s is the direct limit over the set of neighborhoods
N of s in A of the space of monodromy invariants of the local system R' Xreg, Q
in N N Apeg, the statement follows from Theorem 2.3.12 and Remark 2.3.13.

O

As shown just after the statement of Theorem 2.3.1, we have also com-
pleted the proof of Theorem 2.1.4. This latter result has the following conse-
quence.

COROLLARY 2.3.22. Let s € Aqy, and let Cs,g,0, E be as in the state-
ment of Theorem 2.3.1. Then

(1) The spectral sequence (2.2.5) degenerates at Ej.
(2) The Poincaré polynomial of the fiber x~'(s) ~ Piccs0 is
(2.3.32)

S thi(x () =(1+1)% (H (1+t+... +t25c)> <H (1+2+ ...+t‘5°>> .
l

ceO0 ceE
Proof. 1t follows from Theorems 2.2.7 and 2.3.1 that

Z dim ERYI = Z bi(x"1(s))
P.g ]

— 9% <H (26, + 1)> (H (6e + 1)> =3 dim EP

ceO ceE pq
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hence all the differentials in the spectral sequence (2.2.5) are forced to vanish,
proving point (1). Point (2) follows immediately by the equality

(R%j R Xreg, Q)s = bi(Picc,)

of Theorem 2.1.4, keeping track of the cohomological degrees of the monodromy
invariants. ]

2.4. The cases SLo and PGLs. We now extend the main result found for
Corollary 2.1.5, to x. In order to do this, we need to discuss how M, M, M
and the relative maps x, X, X introduced in Section 1.3.1 are related. As in
Section 1.2.2, we denote by I' := Pic%[Q] ~ Zgg the group of points of order
two in Pic%, by M°® C M be the subset of stable Higgs bundles with traceless
Higgs field

M® = {(E, $) with tr(¢) = 0}.
We denote by x? : M? — AY the restriction of the Hitchin map, where,
we recall, A° := HY(C,2D) C A. There are natural maps, easily seen to be
isomorphisms of algebraic varieties:

sq: H(C,D) x M* — M, sq¢ - H'(C,D) x A — H°(C,D) x A = A
given by
s ) 2®2
sq:((E,¢),s)b—>(E,¢+§®1E), sq (v, u) — U,u—l—T ,

making the following into a commutative diagram:

(2.4.1) M® < HO(C, D) x M® 2= M

J{XO iIdXXO lX
!

A <2 H(C, D) x A° s A,

Remark 2.4.1. It follows from the commutative diagram (2.4.1) that we
have an isomorphism

XeQut = sdp* X\Qppo-
Remark 2.4.2. We clearly have (see Proposition 1.3.2)
A?eg = Areg N A° = {s € H(C,2D) | s has simple zeros}
and
5q' " (Avg) = HO(C, D) x Ay, 847 H(Myeg) = HO(C, D) x M,
Similarly,
A% = A N A° = {s € H(C,2D)| Gy is integral}
and
s¢' ™ (Am) = H(C, D) x A, sq™ (Man) = H(C.D) x X" (AQ).
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Diagram (2.4.1) and Remark 2.4.2 reduce the study of x : M — A to
that of 0 : M? — A% We can safely identify sq¢"*x.Q Wlth p*X%Q 0, and
the main Theorem 2.1.4 and its corollary 2.1.5 hold for x° on ‘Aell; namely, if
VE .Areg —+ AY is the open imbedding, then

(2.4.2) IC (R'Ye, Qupo, )\A‘)H: (R%j. R X, Qs ) [dim A7),
and

X*QMO‘AO = @ (ROJ*Rereg*QMreg) [ }

For the other groups SLo and PGLs2, we have
M =2;1(A,0),  M=M/T=MPicd,
and the corresponding Hitchin maps

M MO

X y
X M x°

AL,
where ¢ and ¢” are the two quotient maps.
The following is readily verified.

PROPOSITION 2.4.3. The map
q: Picd x M — MO, (L,(E,¢)) — (E® L,¢®1p).

is an unramified Galois covering with group I', and there is a commutative

diagram
q
[2]%x¢
Id><q

Picd x M M Picd x M

|

M ! M
\X

where r : MY — Picd x M sends (E, ¢) to (detE@A‘l, °(E, $)) and [2] x ¢
sends (L, (E, ) to (L?2,4(E, 9)).

(2.4.3) Picd x M
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Remark 2.4.4. The map [2] x ¢ : Picd x M — Picd x M is the quotient
map relative to the diagonal action of I' x I" on Picg x M.

Proposition 2.4.3 implies that
H* (M) = H*(M°) = (H*(M) @ H*(Picd))" =~ H*(M) ® H* (Pic2).
The last isomorphism follows from the fact that the action of ' on H*(Pic)

is trivial, as it is the restriction to a subgroup of the action of the connected
group Picl.

Before stating Theorem 2.4.5, which gives a refinement of the isomorphism
above at the level of derived categories, we make some general remarks on
actions of finite abelian groups and the splitting they induce on complexes.

For ease of exposition, until further notice, we work with the constructible
derived category of sheaves of complex vector spaces. Let K be an object of
D 4 and suppose that a finite abelian group I' acts on the right on K, i.e., that
we are given a representation I' — (Autp, (K))°?. It then follows from [19,
2.24] (see also [39, Lemma 3.2.5]) that there is a character decomposition

(2.4.4) K~ P K,
¢cel

where I' denotes the group of characters of I'.

Suppose I acts on the left on an algebraic variety M, and let M LM /T
be the quotient map. Since q is finite, the derived direct image complex ¢.Cps
is a sheaf. Clearly, I acts on ¢.Cjys on the right via pull-backs, and (2.4.4)
above boils down to the canonical decomposition in the Abelian category of
sheaves

@ LC ~ q*(CM.
¢cel

Let h : M — A be a proper map which is I'-equivariant. We have the
commutative diagram

M — myT
lh/
h/
A
and, by using h'.q. = hs, we get the canonical identification.
(2.4.5) P n.Le ~ h.Chy.
cel

Clearly, h,Cj; is endowed with the I'-action, and (2.4.5) is just its character
decomposition, namely (h.Car), = hi L.

In particular, taking the trivial representation p = 1, we have L; =
(¢«Cap)"t =~ Cpr/r, and we thus identify the direct image h,Cpy/r = . ((¢Car)Y)
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with the canonical direct summand (which we may call the I'-invariant part)
(heCpr)' := (heCas)1 of huCy.

Let us go back to our situation where I' ~ Zgg . In this case, the characters
are all {£1}-valued, and we can safely return to rational coefficients.

From the discussion above and the diagram (2.4.3), it follows that

- 0
(4 °p2)*@PichM =(q o Q)*QpichM

contains ¢°Q 0 and (§ o Pa)« Q-

THEOREM 2.4.5. There are canonical isomorphisms in D go:

2.46) x20u0 ~ DA () © 1.0l ~ DA H(C) (w0 [l

1€N €N

Proof. Consider the diagram (2.4.3). As noticed in Remark 2.4.4, the
map [2] x ¢ is the quotient by the action of I" x I. Consider the character
decompositions

21:Qpicg D L. Q= P M.

¢er cel

The Kiinneth formula gives the following canonical isomorphisms in Dy, . VL

247) (12X DuQpiggromt = 2 Qpios BaQuy = D LR M,

(¢,¢Nel'xT
(24.8) (2] ¥ Id)uQpiep o ip = €D Le Qi S ([2] X 0)+Qpicg s pts
cel
and
(249) T*QMO =~ @LC X MC - ([2} X q)*QPichM7
cel

this latter since ¢ is the quotient by the diagonal action I' — T" x T".
Noting that the map [2] is a finite covering of a product of circles, we have
canonical isomorphisms

(2.4.10) (P2)iLe = (@ H'(Pic?, LC)[—i]) 2 Q,,
_{0 it ¢ £ 1,
T @INHNCO) ®@Qyl—i] (=1
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Applying the functor iz, to ([2] % 0« Qpig.x 10 ([2 % 10)).Qpyen i
and to r.Q 0, we obtain canonical isomorphisms in D

A1) (o (X D) Qg = D AHUC)® M-
ieNCef

(2.4.12) (P2 0 ([2] % 1d))u Qi x 0 = @/\Hl ) ® Q [l
€N

(2.4.13) Qup = (P o) QM0~EB/\H1 ) ® Qg [—il.
ieN

Taking the direct image X of the isomorphisms (2.4.11), (2.4.12), and (2.4.13),
and using the fact that ¢.Q y ~ @Cef M with My ~ Q ., we find the canon-
ical isomorphisms in D 40 we are seeking for. g

The map x is projective, and it will be shown in Corollary 5.1.3 that the
class «, defined by equation 1.2.10, is the cohomology class of a x-ample line
bundle on M. We can thus apply the results of Section 1.4.3. We have the
Deligne isomorphims that depend on «,

o : D PP[—p] = %:Q g [dim M],
p=>0
underlying an even finer decomposition (see (1.4.11)). The cohomology groups
H*(M) are endowed with the direct sum decomposition (1.4.14): H*(M) =
S Q.
Similarly the class

a=a®l+1® Z€i€i+g S H*(M> ® H*(Pico) = H* (M),

introduced in (1.2.6), is the class of a relatively ample line bundle on M.

We now determine the Deligne splitting ¢4 associated with xy and &. De-
note by Spicg : Pic}, — pt the “structural map.” By using the canonical
splitting in Dy

>0

¢ ¢ Spict «Qpict, = (@/\H%C’)[i}) ;

the canonical isomorphism of Theorem 2.4.5 takes the form

XS@MO = X*QM X SPiC%*@PiCOC = )A(*Q_/\}[ X <@ /\ Hl(c)[—z]> .

1€EN
Note that this splitting does not depend on the choice of }~; ;6,14 and that the
operation of cupping with this class is diagonal (with respect to the splitting).
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Let
o8 : D PP[—p] = x2Qupo[dim A
p=0
be the Deligne splitting for x° relative to (the restriction of) &. Since, as
pointed out above, the action of ~; ;6,14 is diagonal,

o @ P : (@ 75p[—p]) ® (@/\H%C)[i])
p>0 i>0
- X*QM [dim "40] ® SPic%*QPiC% ~ XQQMO [dim AO]

satisfies the properties stated in Fact 1.4.2; hence it is the isomorphism 3.
Since, by Remark 2.4.1, we have the natural isomorphism x.Q (2 s¢.p* x2Q (o0,
and p is smooth with contractible fibres of dimension dim A — dim A, the iso-
morphism

P (¢ ® ¢1) = sd.p*(62)  x«Qurq[dim A]

i
— @sq;p* @ PP ® /\HI(C') [—r
r>0 p+i=r
is, up to the shift dim .A° —dim A, the Deligne isomorphism ¢4 associated with
x and a.

In particular, we have, for all £ and p, a canonical isomorphism:

(2.4.14) HE, M) =P | HE (M) ® /\H1
j=0
The isomorphism of Theorem 2.4.5 can be understood geometrically as follows.

Given the nonsingular double (branched) cover Cs — C, the Prym vari-
ety Prym(Cy) C Pic, is defined as

(2.4.15) Prym(C;) := {F € Picd | Nm(F) = Oc},

where Nm : PicCS — PICC is the norm map; see [3, App. B, §1]. Clearly, the
image by pullback of the subgroup I" is contained in Prym(Cy), and we have
the quotient isogeny

Prym(Cs) — Prym(Cs)/T.

The open subset Mreg =MnN Meg is a torsor for the Abelian scheme
P reg OVET Areg Whose fibre over s € Areg is Prym(Cs). Similarly, the open
subset Mreg = Mieg/T is a torsor for the Abelian scheme &, /T" over A
whose fibre over s € A%, is Prym(C;)/I’ ~ Prym(Cs)V.

The involution ¢ (see §1.3.2) on the family of spectral curves u: €4 — A
gives a Z/27Z-action on the local system Rlureg Qe Aves and a corresponding de-

reg

composition into (+1)- eigenspaces V. The pullback from C gives a canonical
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isomorphism of local systems
VI =HYC)® Qg

between the local system of invariants and the constant sheaf with stalk H'(C),
so that

R Xrog, Qg = Rlttreg Qs = (H'(C) © Q) DV
It follows from Corollary 1.3.6 that, for every [,

l a b
(2.4.16) Rlxreg*QMreg = /\ Rlureg*Q%Areg = @ /\ Hl(c) ® /\ V.
a+b=l

0

reg Dolds true. Com-

Clearly, the analogous statement for the restriction to A
paring with Theorem 2.4.5, we see that

l l
(2.4.17) R'%reg, Qe ~ AV~ and X Quit g, l AVl

From (2.4.16), we have

a b
IC (R'X00,Qu,) = €D IC (/\ HY(CO) ®/\v>

a+b=l

12

P /a\Hl(C) ® IC (/b\v—>

a+b=l
while, from the first equality in (2.4.2),

IC (R0, Qo = (R R X g, Qg ) [dim A

reg)‘Agn
a b
~ P NH'(C)® R \V.

a+b=l

Comparing with the second equality of in (2.4.2) and Theorem 2.4.5, we finally
obtain

COROLLARY 2.4.6. Let j : A%, — A%, be the open imbedding. Over the

reg
locus AY;, we have

IC (/l\ v—> ~ (Roj* /l\v—> [dim .A°]
|"4211
and
l
ell 1

In particular, over the locus Agll, the map X satisfies Assumption 1.4.5.
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3. Preparatory results

3.1. Placing the generators in the right perversity. Here we prove the fol-
lowing theorem.

THEOREM 3.1.1. We have
g € HL (M), V1<i<2g.
In each of the three cases GLo,SLsy, and PGLs, we have
a€ H%Q(M), i € H%z(./\/l), V1<i<2g.
Furthermore, if g > 2, or g > 2 and deg D > 2g — 2,
B e HéQ(M)'

Proof. By the isomorphism (2.4.14), it is enough to work in the case of
GLo. Recalling that dege; = 1, dega = 2, degy; = 3, and degf = 4,
Proposition 1.4.12 implies that

gi € HL (M), a € HZy(M),1); € H24(M), and B € HE4(M).

By Thaddeus’ Proposition 5.1.2 in the appendix, we have that o does not
vanish over the general fiber, while 1; and 8 do. Theorem 1.4.8 implies o €
H2,(M),v; € H3,(M) and 8 € H5(M). The same proposition shows that
in order to conclude that 8 € H%,(M), we need to prove that 3 vanishes over
a generic line A C A. -

Set, for simplicity of notation, Ma := x '(A), Ma,,, := X' (Areg), where
Areg := AN Ayeg. Since, by Lemma 2.1.3, the generic line avoids A\ Ay unless
g=2and D = K¢, we have that Assumption 1.4.5 holds for x5, : Ma — A
due to Corollary 2.1.5. We thus have Fact 1.4.6. Let j : Ajeg — A be the open
immersion.

Since A and A,eg are affine and one dimensional, their cohomology groups
in degree > 2 with coefficients in constructible sheaves are zero. In partic-
ular, the Leray spectral sequences for x|, and Ma,e, € necessarily Fo-
degenerate. The restriction map in cohomology yields a map of Leray spectral
sequences and thus a commutative diagram of short exact “edge” sequences

0 —= H'(juR*) —— HY(Mp) —— H°(j:R") —0

0 —— HYR?) —— H*(M,,,,) — H(R*) —— 0.

reg

(As in §1.4.4, R’ stands for the local system Rlxreg*@.) The arrow 7’ is, in
turn, arising from the edge sequence of the Leray spectral sequence for the
map j and is thus injective.
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Below, we prove that the restriction of the class B € H*(M) to Myeg
vanishes. The sought-after conclusion 357, = 0 follows from this by a simple
diagram chasing.

The class (3 is a multiple of the second Chern class ¢y(M). This can be
seen by formally calculating the total Chern class of M using E. The result
c(TM) = (1 — 8)?972 formally agrees with the formula for the total Chern
class of TN @ T*N that was calculated in [43, Cor. 2]|. Every linear function
on A gives a Hamiltonian vector field on M, tangent to the fibres of x. These
Hamiltonian vector fields trivialize the relative tangent bundle of M,e,. The
tangent bundle T'M,eg is an extension of the trivial bundle xjo, 7' Areg by the
relative tangent bundle. It follows that the Chern classes of T M,¢g vanish. [J

Remark 3.1.2. In fact, although the argument above cannot be applied,
we have that g € HéQ(M), and that [ vanishes over the generic line, also in
the case ¢ = 2 and D = K. This fact is proved in Proposition 4.3.7.

3.2. Vanishing of the refined intersection form. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to establish Corollary 3.2.4, a fact we need in Section 4.3 as one of the
pieces in the proof of the equality of the weight and perverse Leray filtrations
in the case D = K. We need the following result proved in [29, Th. 1.1].

THEOREM 3.2.1. The natural map
H(?g_G(MDol) — HGg_G(MDol)
from compactly supported cohomology-to-cohomology is the zero map.

Remark 3.2.2. Note that HY(Mpy) = Hd(MDol) = 0 for every d >
69 — 6, since, by (1.2.9), Mpy and Mp, are homeomorphic to Mp and Mp
respectively, which are affine complex varieties of dim 6g — 6.

Let us recall that the refined intersection forms on the fibres of a map (see
[12, §3.4] for a general discussion) is the composite of the two maps

(3.2.1) Hizg—12—+(X"(0)) —+ H" (Mpel) — H' (X" 1(0))

and arises by taking r-th cohomology of the adjunction maps
L . .ok

(3.2.2) 0 X Q. — X Qi — Z*Z*X*QMDOI

and using the canonical isomorphisms H" (A, igi!X*QMDol) ~ H" (Mpol, MDOI\
X 10)) =~ Higg12--(x"1(0)) and H"(A,i.i*XQyy, ) =~ H"(x"(0)). The
first map in (3.2.1) is the ordinary push-forward in homology (followed by
Poincaré duality) and the second map is the restriction map.

By the decomposition theorem (see formula (1.4.4)), the complex X+ Q g, |
splits into the direct sum of its perverse cohomology sheaves. Combining this
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fact with (3.2.2), we obtain one refined intersection form for each perversity a:

tg © Hizg12-r,0(X1(0)) — Hg(X(0)).
The following fact will be used in the proof of the next corollary.

THEOREM 3.2.3. The map t30_3 : Heg—g,39—3(X"1(0)) — Hs5~5(x1(0))
s an isomorphism.

Proof. See [12, Th. 2.1.10] (where a different numbering convention is
adopted). O

COROLLARY 3.2.4. The perverse Leray filtration on the middle-dimen-
sional groups satisfies

6g—6 > 6g—6 ~
HZ3(Mpo) =0,  HZ ”3(Mpol) = 0.

Proof. Since X*QMD L= ()Z*QMDol)F, it suffices to prove the statement

for Mpo.
For every r, the first map in (3.2.1) factors as follows:

(3.2.3) H" (Mpol, Mpor \ X 1(0)) — HZ (Mpel) — H' (Mpo)

so that, by Theorem 3.2.1, it is the zero map. It follows that the refined
intersection form (3.2.1),

Heg—(x~"(0)) — HY=°(x7(0)),

vanishes. This, in turn, implies that all the graded refined intersection forms
139=3 are zero.
If we combine the vanishing of ngig with Theorem 3.2.3, then we deduce

that
(3.2.4) H52~3(x 1 (0)) = 0.

Proposition 1.4.12 implies that HE%QZ (Mpel) = 0. In order to conclude,
we need to prove that Hgg:g(MDol) =0.

Since the restriction map to the fiber is compatible with any splitting
coming from the decomposition theorem, in view of the vanishing (3.2.4), it is
enough to show that the restriction map H%9~6(Mpy) — H®96(x~1(0)) is
an isomorphism. In fact it follows from [49, §3] that x~1(0) — being the down-
ward flow [28, Ths. 3.1 and 5.2] of a C*-action on Mp, — is a deformation
retract of Mpyg). O

3.3. Bi-graded sla(Q)-modules. We collect here some linear algebra con-
siderations that will be used in the sequel of the paper. Let H = @ >0 H?
be a finite dimensional bi-graded vector space. We say that d is the degree and
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w is the weight. We employ the following notation:

H, = @PH,, H:=PH.
d>0 w>0
Let Y be a nilpotent endomorphism of H that is bi-homogeneous of type (2,2),
ie,Y Hf — Hiig Let w, € Z=° be such that for every [ > 0, we have hard-
Lefschetz-type isomorphisms

Y H,, ;= Hy, 4

Note that we must then have that H,, = {0} for every w > 2w,.

It is well known that we can turn H into an sly(Q)-module in a natural
way by means of a unique pair (X, H) of homogeneous endomorphism of H or
respective types (—2,—2) and (0,0) subject to [X,Y] = H. In this case H is
just the “w-grading” operator: Hu = (w — wg)u if u € H,,.

Given a bi-homogeneous element u € H?, we define

(3.3.1) Au) :=d — w.
Note that the action of sl2(Q) leaves A invariant.

We define the primitive space P := Ker X C H, and we obtain the primi-
tive decomposition
(3.3.2) H= v’ P

Jj=0
Note that we have
V7. P =Ker X" NImYY.

Since X is homogeneous, the space P is also bi-graded. We set P, :=
PNH,, P :=PNHY and P¢ := PNHY. We have P, = {0} for every w > w,

and
P=DPL = @ P = PP
dw w>0 d>0
For every fixed weight w, the primitive decomposition can be rewritten as
follows:
j d j d—2j
Ho= DY) Puy,  HE = @YY,
Jj=0 Jj=0
We denote by II the operator of projection onto P; clearly, if u € ]H[i, then
I(u) € P4 and TI(u) = u + Y50 YVu; with uj € HE 5.
Given a subset S C H, we define the associated Y -string

(S)y =@ v/ (S)o CH.
=0
In particular, (P)y = H. If u is a bi-homogeneous element, then A is constant
on the Y-string (u)y generated by u.
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Let 0 # py € Py. Then (py)y = Pu,Y * Pw,---, Y™ - pu)o C H is
isomorphic to the irreducible sly(Q)-submodule of dimension (w, — w) + 1.
Hence, the isotypical decomposition of the sls(Q)-module H is

H= & (Pu)y.

0<w<w,
We define the isobaric decomposition of H as the direct sum decomposition
obtained by grouping terms according to the powers of Y in the isotypical
decomposition given above, namely

(3.3.3) H= & b Y- P,

0<w<w, 0<j<wo—w
The proof of the following proposition is completely elementary and safely

left to the reader. (For point (4), just remark that if v € H% N ImY, then
uw="Yv, withv € Hif_%.)

ProproOSITION 3.3.1. Let M C H be a subset of bi-homogeneous elements
such that (M)y = H. Then
(1) The set TI(M) C P obtained by projecting M to the primitive space is
also a Y -generating subset of bi-homogeneous elements with the same
bi-degrees, and its linear span is P:

(OMD)y =H,  ([(M))g =P.

(2) If T" C TI(M) is a linearly independent set, then it can be completed
to a basis T C II(M) for P that is also Y -generating: (T)g = P and
(T)y =H. Let T CII(M) be a basis for P.

(3) Let T¢ .= TNnHL, T := TNHY, T, := T NH,; then

Pl =(To)o, (Pulo=(Twe  (Pho=(T%e
(4) If m € M has bidegree (d,w), then there are Cjy € Q for j > 0,t €
d—2;
T such that

w—2j7
I(m)=m+ Y CjYt.
jit
In particular, if TI(m) # 0, then A(m) = A(II(m)).

4. W=P

This section contains the proof of the main result of this paper: the iden-
tification of the perverse Leray filtration associated to the Hitchin map with
the weight filtration of the cohomology of the character variety in the case
D = K¢ (§4.3), or, if degD > 2g — 2, with the abstract weight filtration,
defined in Definition 1.2.11. The latter case is easier and we deal with it first.
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Let H := @gso HY(M), and let Y := aU : HE — Hi‘fQ be the operation
of cupping with a.

In virtue of the curious hard Lefschetz Theorem 1.2.12, we are in the
situation described in Section 3.3, with wy = g—1+deg D. The monomials 1/t3*
(as defined in Proposition 4.2.1) give a set of bi-homogeneous elements that is
Y -generating, for H, and, by Proposition 3.3.1, the elements II(1){3%) span P.
The perverse filtration is denoted by H<. As noticed in Corollary 5.1.3, o is
relatively ample and it defines a Deligne decomposition of H, whose summands
are denoted, as in Section 1.4.3, by Q% and, when we want to emphasize the
cohomological degree, by Q*/i¢ := Q* NH%. We set Q := Di.d Q"% ¢, Clearly,

(4.1.1) (Q)y = H.
PROPOSITION 4.1.1. Let u € HY, i.e., the weight w(u) = w.

(1) If A(u) < codim A%\ AY,, then u € H‘éw, i.e., the perversity p(u) < w.
(2) If u € P4 and A(u) < codim A° \ A%, then, more precisely, u €
Qw,O;d C Hd<
= <w:*

Proof. Since the monomials u = a™)t3° are additive generators, it is
enough to prove (1) for these monomials. By virtue of Lemma 1.4.4, we are
further reduced to the case u = 1!3°. Keeping in mind the upper bound
p < 2 on the perversity of § and v given by Theorem 3.1.1, we can apply the
perversity test given by Proposition 1.4.11 (where the set Y in loc. cit. is the
present set A\ .A%)) and obtain that UEH‘;S;E;)’L) as soon as (4s+3t)—(2s+2t)
—1=A@!B%) — 1 < codimA® \ AY;. This proves (1)

In view of Proposition 3.3.1, in order to prove the second statement, it is
enough to prove that II(1t3%) € Q2(511).0;3t+4s,

By using induction on r := s + ¢, we first show that II(¢L%) € Heo(syt)-

e For r = 0 there is nothing to prove.

e Suppose we know that II(y£3%) € Hco(gr 44y for all (s,1') with s +
t" < r — 1. If (s,t) is such that s + ¢t = r, we may write (see again
Proposition 3.3.1, part (4))

(4.1.2) TI(LB%) = ptB° + Y Cuyp, o TI(4 B%), with j; =7 — s — t; > 0.
(si:t;)

By (1), we have that !3% € Hco(s44)- By the inductive hypothesis,
we have that TI(yt3%) € H<o(s,44;) so that, by Lemma 1.4.4, we have
that /iTl(yt %) € H<g,. The conclusion on the sum II(1/t3%) € H<a,
follows.

By definition of primitivity, a?0—2(+)+I[(p£3%) = 0. Since I (yLB%) €
H<o(s4¢), the nonmixing Lemma 1.4.3, coupled with the equality above, implies
that II(1/t3%) € Q25110 O
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4.2. The case deg D > 2g—2, G = PGL9, GL2. In this section we assume
n:=degD +2—2g > 0.

Recall the relations (1.2.11) between the generators of the cohomology
ring. Theorem 1.2.10 readily implies the following.

PROPOSITION 4.2.1. For nonnegative integers tq,...,tag, let us write! t
for it .w?gg and let us set t := 322 t;. Then
(1) If n:=deg D +2 —2g > 0, then 359t =0 for 2s +t > deg D.
(2) If D = K¢, then B4t =0 for 2s +t > 2g — 2, unless Yt = ~", with
r+s=g-—1.

Proof. Let us assume n > 0. The monomial 3% ¢t is a sum of terms of the
form A;~'p* with A; € Aé_%. From the relations in Theorem 1.2.10, it follows
that

if v1B% € 1957750 then A;y'B° = 0.
By inequalities (1.2.12) and Remark 1.2.9, 4/ € I717,0 if 2i+-25 > 2(g—t+2i)
—24n+t—2¢ thatis, if 2s+¢t > 29— 2+ n =d. If n =0, we proceed as
above, noting that Remark 1.2.9 fails exactly in the case ¢ = 0, in which case
we find that B9=1, vp972, ..., v971 £ 0. O

THEOREM 4.2.2. The abstract weight filtration W, on H*(M) (Defini-
tion 1.2.11) coincides with the perverse Leray filtration associated with the
Hitchin map x. For every integer i, we have

(4-2-1) H;(M) = Wz,H*(M) = <04T¢§58>2(r+s+t)§i-

More precisely, the isobaric decomposition (3.3.3) coincides with the Deligne
decomposition (1.4.14) in Section 1.4.3 associated to «: for every w, we have
Pw = Qw,O_

Proof. Since the statement about the equality of the filtrations follows at
once from the second on the equality of the internal direct sum decompositions,
we prove the latter one. By Proposition 4.2.1, we have that 1£3° = 0 as soon
as A(YLB%) =t + 2s > deg D. It follows that we only need to consider the
monomials ¢t3% with t+s < deg D. By Lemma 2.1.3, codim .,40\.,4211 =degD.
We can then apply Proposition 4.1.1 and deduce that

(422) H(@D%S) e Q2(s+t),0; 4s+3t.
Since {II(yt3%)} is a set of generators for the primitive space P, and since II
strictly preserves the weights by construction, we deduce that P,, C Q%0 for

all w. Since, by (3.3.2), (P)y = H and, by (4.1.1), (Q)y = H, it follows that
P, and Q% coincide for all w. O

LAs the 1 classes have degree 3 they anticommute, so we could assume t; =0, 1.
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THEOREM 4.2.3. The abstract weight filtration W, on H*(M) coincides
with the perverse filtration associated with the Hitchin map. More precisely,
the isobaric decomposition coincides with the Deligne decomposition associated
toa=0a®1+1® (Y €ifitg)-

Proof. As cupping with i increases the perversity exactly by one, the state-
ment follows from the isomorphism (2.4.14) and Lemma 1.4.4. O

4.3. The case D = K¢, G = PGLg, GLo. In this section, we set
H = H(Mpo).

d>0

LEMMA 4.3.1. We have the following:

2+ 3t+4 2(t+5),0; 3t-+4
A"t e H;;rj;é TI(yptB7) € Q2(HHe)0:3ttas

unless YLB* =4V B with v+ s =g —1 (cf. (2) in Proposition 4.2.1).

Proof. Since, by Lemma 1.4.4, cupping with « increases the perversity by
at most 2, we may suppose r = 0. Note that we are excluding precisely the
classes in the statement of Proposition 4.2.1 (case D = K¢). By this same
proposition, we may thus assume that 2s 4+t < 2g — 2 = codim .A° \Aell
where the last equality results from Lemma 2.1.3. The result follows from
Proposition 4.1.1. O

Remark 4.3.2. The argument above breaks when dealing with the classes

~" 971" that we have excluded from the statement. To check that 4"39~1—" ¢
H2<r2;4g2 +42T we should consider a linear subspace of dimension (2r + 4g — 4) —
(2g — 2+ 2r) — 1 = 2g — 3, which is exactly the codimension of the “bad
locus” A° \ A%;. On the other hand, a general linear subspace of dimension
one less, i.e., 2g — 4, misses the bad locus, and thus yields, by Theorem 1.4.8,

the following upper bound on the perversity
1 2r+-4g—4
(4.3.1) VBT € Hgy o,

While this upper bound is not sufficient for our purposes, it is used in what
follows.

Remark 4.3.3. The relations p§ ; ;g € I§ in (1.2.11) show that for all r,
the class 7"397 17" is a multiple of a” 3971

As pointed out several times, in view of Lemma 1.4.4, cupping with «
is harmless for us and we are reduced to prove that p9=! € Hi%;fz. The
remainder of the analysis is devoted to improve the upper bound7(4.3.1)7 by
one unit, i.e., to proving that 9! € HA;QQ_gAjl.
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LEMMA 4.3.4. For every s in the range 0 < s < g — 1, we have
B° € P,
In particular, the classes 5° are not divisible by «.

Proof. Recall that H¢ = 0 for every d > 6g—6 (see Remark 3.2.2). Clearly,
since weights w are strictly multiplicative, 3° € H3S. Since, in the terminology
of Section 3.3, H is a bi-graded slz(Q)-module with wy = 3g — 3, we have that
a397372535 £ 0. On the other hand, 9737257135 ¢ H9~* = {0}. These are
precisely the conditions defining primitivity. O

Set
(4.3.2)  J:={B°t € H such that A(B*yt) <29 — 3 if ¢ is odd and
A(ByYt) < 2g — 4 if t is even}
and
H:= (J)a = (II(J) )a-

By Remark 4.3.3, if r > 1, then 4”39~ 1~" is divisible by . In this case, the
projection to the primitive space II(y"3971"") = 0. By Lemma 4.3.4, we have
(B9~ = 9=t and 4" B9~ 1" € (B971),. Since A(B5Yt) = 25 + ¢, point (2)
of the statement of Proposition 4.2.1 can be rephrased by saying that, unless

Byt € (B971),, we have that Byt € H. Thus we have an sl (Q)-invariant
decomposition

(4.3.3) H=H (B ")
LEMMA 4.3.5. The following facts hold:

(1) He = H? unless d + 4 — 4g is even nonnegative.

(2) dimH*94+2F — Qim H*4+2F 41 for 0 <k <g— 1.

(3) In the range of point (1), P4 = Qw04 In particular, all the nonzero
summands Q7% in the Deligne decomposition satisfy d—i—2j < 2g—3
ifdis odd and d —i —2j < 2g—4 if d is even.

(4) In the range of point (2), there is at most one nonzero, necessarily
one-dimensional, summand Q™% satisfying d — i — 2j > 2g — 4.

Proof. Points (1) and (2) follow immediately from the fact that the a-
string (3971),, contains the classes f9~1, aB971 ..., a971 397! whose cohomo-
logical degrees are 4g — 4,49 —2...,6g — 6. Note that the monomials 3%yt in
J are precisely those to which Lemma 4.3.1 applies; hence

d md 3 d
P¢ N HE C QWY
and, for j > 0,

i md—27 \ ~ Trd Yw—24,0;d—2j _ ~Hw—2jj;d
(/P Y NHE C ol QU i = Qu-iid,
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Combining this fact with the a-decompositions (3.3.3) and (1.4.14) in Sec-
tion 1.4.3, and with the points (1) and (2) that we just proved, we immediately
obtain points (3) and (4) O

LEMMA 4.3.6. Either p971 € Q?972%49=4 o g9=1 ¢ Q29-1.0:49—4,

Proof. By (4.3.1), with 7 = 0, we have that 89" € H,, . There is
hence at least one nonzero summand Q%79 49=4 in the Deligne decomposition,
satisfying
(4.3.4) 10 + 2jo < 29 — 1.
Suppose jo # 0; by (1.4.18), we have

Qi07j0;49—4 — apoi070;49—4—2jo_

Since Q0-0:49=4=2jo £ {0} we have, by point (3) of Lemma 4.3.5, (4g — 4 — 2jo)

—i90—2jo < 2g — 4, which contradicts the inequality (4.3.4) above, showing
that jo = 0. By Corollary 1.4.13, we then have

B e Hi92;4—1 _ ng—2,0;4g—4 @ ng—1,0;4g—4 O

PROPOSITION 4.3.7. We have that
/89_1 c Q29—2,0;4g—4‘

Proof. Suppose that the statement is false. By Lemma 4.3.6, the space
Q?9720:49=4 — 0 and the class f9~! € Q2= 10494 From the property of the
Deligne decomposition expressed by (1.4.18), it follows that, for j < g — 2, we
have 0 # o/B9~1 € Q?9-17:49-4+2j By using the decomposition (4.3.3) and
Lemma 4.3.5, it follows that, for every even nonnegative integer d < 6g — 6,

(4.3.5) H=H'= @ QWiifd<dg—4
d—i—2j<2g—4
and
(4.3.6)
H = P Q)P with jo=d/2—2g+2, if d>4g—4.
d—i—2j<2g—4

In this latter case, Q29~1d0id = (qdog9=1)g.

Applying one of the defining properties of the Deligne decomposition, i.e.,
the second equation in (1.4.17) (with f = 3g—3 and i = 2g—1), to 9723971 ¢
Q?%971.972%69-8 e have the following upper bound for the perversity

19— -2 pg— 69—6
od 1/89 1 _ a<ag 269 1) € H§g4g_5-

From Corollary 3.2.4, it follows that

69—6
Hgg:ag—s = {0}.
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It follows that there exists 1 < r < g — 2 such that

(4.3.7) a? 19t e HY, Oy, and o971 B0 ¢ HYL S

From this and from point (4) of Lemma 4.3.5, it follows that a9=139~1
must belong to the unique summand Q39737776976 with 1 <r < g — 2.
Since r > 1, the relation (1.4.18) gives

Q3g—3—7‘,r; 69—6 _ o’ Q3g—3—7",0; 6g—6—2r )

On the other hand, (4.3.6) together with d = 69 — 6 — 2r shows that
Q3g—3—r,0; 6g—6—2r _ 0. O

Remark 4.3.8. For g = 2, the previous argument shows that g € Héz, as
anticipated in Remark 3.1.2.

Proposition 4.3.7 allows us to complete point (3) in Lemma 4.3.5:
P4 = Qw0 for all d, w.
We finally summarize what we proved in the following theorem, which is
the main result of this paper:
THEOREM 4.3.9. The non-Abelian Hodge theorem for PGLa, (resp. GLg)
identifies

e the perverse Leray filtration with the weight filtration: for every inte-
ger i, we have

HZ(Mpol) = Wy H*(Mg) = Waip1 H* (M),
HZ,(Mpo1) =~ Woi H*(Mp) = Waiy1 H (Mp);
o the relative hard Lefschetz theorem (1.4.9) relative to the Hitchin map

X (resp. x) and to the relatively ample class o (resp. 6 =a®1+1®
(X ei€itg)) with the curious hard Lefschetz Theorem 1.2.3:

Nial Nloﬂ

24 ’ = w i (A
H;;_§+i(MDOI) — Grgy_g o, H* 7% (Mp)

and

~

Hi, 5 ;(Mpol) — Grggfﬁfziﬂ*(MB)

:ldl ﬁldl

HZ;_2§+2‘(MD01) —= Gr?g/_GJrQiH*”"(MB);

e the Deligne Q-splitting (1.4.14) associated with the relatively ample
class a (resp. &) with the isobaric splitting (3.3.3).
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Proof. 1t follows from Lemma 4.3.1 that every cohomology class of the
additive basis, with the possible exception of those in the a-chain of 497! (see
Remark 4.3.3), satisfies “W=P.” Lemma 4.3.7 show that also 497! satisfies the
condition “W=P,” and so do the classes in its a-chain, thus proving the first
statement for PGLy. The two other statements follow similarly. The extension
to GLg follows immediately from the isomorphism (2.4.14) and Lemma 1.4.4,
as cupping with ¢; increases the perversity exactly by one. O

Remark 4.3.10. We have made a heavy use and made explicit Deligne’s
splitting of the direct image complex via the use of a relatively-ample line bun-
dle. This general splitting mechanism is described in [20]. The same paper
details the construction of two additional splittings. As the simple example of
the ruled surface P! x P! — P! already shows, in general, the three splittings
differ. It is possible to show that, in the case of all three Hitchin maps consid-
ered in this paper, all three splittings coincide when viewed in cohomology.

Remark 4.3.11. Let u € Q"J. Such a class has perversity p := i+ 2j when
viewed as a cohomology class for the Higgs moduli space. The main result of
this paper, i.e., P = W, shows that the non-Abelian Hodge theorem turns this
class into a (p, p)-class for the split Hodge-Tate mixed Hodge structure on the
associated character variety.

4.4. SLo. In this section, for the sake of notational simplicity, we will
denote simply by M the moduli space Mpe of stable Higgs bundles on C' of
rank 2 and fixed determinant of degree 1. Let x : M — A be the Hitchin
map. The action of I' = Picl[2] ~ Zgg on M by tensorization preserves the
map X, and, as discussed in Section 2.4, we have a direct sum decomposition
according to the characters of I':

(441) )V(*QM ~ @(X*QM)N = (X*QM)F @ (X*Q./\;l)var’

rel

where we set (X« Q) oy = @pner (X+Qu¢)x- Taking cohomology, (4.4.1) gives

(442)  HM) = @ H (M) = B (M) @) Hiu (M),

HEf

where H*(M), = H*(A° (x«Q)x) is the subspace of H*(M) where I' acts
via the character x and H, (M) := Dosret H*(M),, = H* (A% (x:«Q 1 )var)

is the variant part of H*(M).
Recall from [35, formula after (7.13)] that

29-2 \
(4.4.3) dim HI924-5( 1) = (2% = 1) (329 ) Hfd=1,...,9 -1,
0 otherwise .

var
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Fory el C Pic%, let L, be the corresponding order 2 line bundle, and
let i be the “squaring” map

(4.4.4) i, :H°(C,Kc® L,) — H(C,2Kc) = A",  i,(a)=a®a,

with image A} := Im(i,) C A°. By the Riemann-Roch theorem, dim(Af) = g
and, if v € T* = T'\ {0}, then dim(A9) = g — 1. Points in U,er-.A9 are called
endoscopic points. Set

AV = A% UWEF\OAQ, and My, == x 1(A%,).
Our goal is to prove the following proposition.

PROPOSITION 4.4.1. Let s € A, and let M, := X" (s) denote the fiber

ne’

of the Hitchin fibration over s. The group T acts trivially on H*(Ms).
Proposition 4.4.1 immediately implies

COROLLARY 4.4.2. The wvariant compler (X+Q,y),., @ supported on
U’\/GF*AE)Y - AO \ Agze‘

Proof. Taking the cohomology sheaves of the decomposition (4.4.1), we
have that I' acts as multiplication by the character £ € I' on H'((x+Q),.)-
By Proposition 4.4.1,

if s € A, and & # 0, then H'((x+Q,y),.)s = 0 for all i;

therefore the restriction of @, (o) (x+Q ), to A%, vanishes. O

In order to prove Proposition 4.4.1, we show that the action of T’ on M,

for s € A9, is the restriction to I of an action of a connected group Prym, /C

as such I' acts trivially on H*(M;). We begin with some preliminary consid-
erations on the norm map.

Fix s € A%, and let 7 : Cs — C be the corresponding spectral cover.
When s € AY, we have that Cy, = C; U Cs is reducible; otherwise Cj is an
integral curve. We denote by Pic%s the connected component of the identity
of Picc,. Denote by v : 55 — (s the normalization. Define the norm map
Nmge, /¢ Picg, — Picd, by

(445) chs/c = Nmas/c @) I/*

where, for a divisor D on the nonsingular curve Cs, the norm map

Nmg, (O(D)) = O((w o v).D)

is the classical one. Consequently Nm¢, /¢ : Pic’(C,) — Pic(C) is a group
homomorphism.
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By Proposition 3.8 in [31], we have the following alternative formula for
the norm map:

(4.4.6) Nmg, /o(£) = det(m,(£)) @ det(m.(0)) .

AsNmg, /¢ : Picocs — Picd is a group homomorphism, the kernel Pryme, ¢
= ng,sl/c(OC) is a subgroup of Pic{: .

LEMMA 4.4.3. If s € A, then the group Prymg o = ngsl/c(oc) is

ne’
connected.

Proof. The case of an integral spectral curve Cy is treated in [44, §11].
The argument is easily adapted to the case of a reducible and reduced curve.
For a proof more in the spirit of the present paper, see [31, Th. 1.2]. O

LEMMA 4.4.4. Let m : X — Y be a degree two map from a reduced pro-
jective curve X to a nonsingular projective curve Y. Let £ be a rank 1 torsion
free sheaf on X and L an invertible one. Then

(4.4.7) det(m, (£ ® £)) = det(m(£)) ® Nmy v (£).

Proof. First we note that by Theorem 2.2.2, we have that there is a unique
partial normalization 7’ : X’ — X and an invertible sheaf £’ on X’ such that
& = m.(L"). The multiplicativity of the norm map and (4.4.6) imply

det((m o). ((n')"(£) ® L)) = det((m o 7). (L") & Nmxy ((7')* (L)).
This together with Nmy./y o (7')* = Nmy,y yields the result. O

Proof of Proposition 4.4.1. We first prove that Prymg - acts on the fiber
M. Recall that M, can be identified with pure rank 1 torsion-free sheaves
& on Cs for which the corresponding Higgs bundle (7.(€), ¢¢) is stable, and
det(74(£)) = A. (Note that tr(¢g) = 0 is automatic as s € H°(C;2K¢).) Now,
L € Prymg, o acts on £ as £ — L ® &, where the result is again a pure rank
1 torsion-free sheaf on Cy. It follows that (m.(L ® &), drge) is a rank 2 Higgs
bundle. By Lemma 4.4.4, we have that

(4.4.8) det(m (L ®E)) = A.

Finally, we prove that tensoring with an element of Prymg, - preserves
stability. Assume there is a rank 1 Higgs subbundle (Lr, ¢r) of (m (L ® E),
¢ree) corresponding to the torsion-free sheaf F C L ® £ on Cs. Then the
spectral curve Cr = supp(F) of (Lr,¢r) must be a subscheme of Cs, so
that Cr — C' is degree 1. Thus Cs = (1 U C5 must be reducible and F be
supported on one of the components, say Cr = Cy, with 7 := 7|¢, : C} =Y
an isomorphism. As Lr = m(F) we can identify it with F|c,. Finally since
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L € Pryme, /o C Pic, , we have that deg(L|¢,) = 0, and so
deg(Lg-157) = deg(L 7 |c, ® Floy) = deg(Fle,) = deg(Lr).

To summarize, (m.(E), pg) and (m.(L ® &), ¢ree) have the same degree sub
Higgs-bundles. It follows that if (7. (&), ¢g) is stable, then so is (m.(L ® &),
Pree)- )

We thus proved that the connected group scheme Prymg, /o acts on M.
For any order 2 line bundle L € T' = Picl[2], we have Nmg, so(mi(L)) =
L? = Oc¢; therefore 7*(L) € Prymg, /o, and consequently I' C Prymg ¢ acts
trivially on H*(M). O

Remark 4.4.5. For a more detailed calculation of the group of components
of Prym varieties of spectral covers, see [31].

We now introduce the notation H% =P, N HE

. <p,var var(M) and Hk =
Gry (Hy, (M)

p,var

THEOREM 4.4.6. The perverse Leray filtration on HY, (M) satisfies

var

0= Hék—Qg—&—l,var(M) - Hgk—2g+2,var(M) = H\]far(M)'

Proof. Since dim A%\ A%, = g — 1, a general (2g — 3)-dimensional lin-
ear subspace A2973 of the (3g — 3)-dimensional affine base A° lies entirely
inside A%,. By Proposition 4.4.1, the restriction of a class in H}, (M) to
H*(M,,), and thus to H*(M|y2-3), is trivial. This fact, coupled with the
test for perversity given by Theorem 1.4.8, implies the inclusion HE (M) C

& var
Hgk—2g+2,var (M)
We are left with proving that

(449) H;k—Qg-&—l,var(M) =0.
Let k be the smallest integer such that Hék—?g—i—l,var(‘/\;l) # 0. We thus have
that

HEy opitnaeM) =0, VK <k
By combining this vanishing with the equality established above, we deduce
that

(4410) H]lgc’l_29+2’var(/\;l) = H\lfé;r('/\;l)

The class « is I'-invariant, so that cupping with the powers of a respects the
I’-decomposition. In particular, by relative hard Lefschetz, we see that cupping
with the appropriate power of « yields an isomorphism of graded groups

! "\ ~ prl0g—10—Kk' >
(4411) Hk’f2g+2,var(M) = Hngka’,var(M)'

In view of (4.4.3), we have that dim H¥ (M) = dim H109-10-* (A1) so

var var

that, by (4.4.11) and by (4.4.10), we have Hggggi(;ﬂ;;rw) > F10g—10-K"( AY),
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and consequently
10g—10—&’ -
(4.4.12) Heg) "9k yar(M) = 0.

By our choice of k, we have that Hékﬂgﬂ,var(/\}l) # 0, so that there is [ < k
such that

Hlk—Zg—i-Q,V&Lr(M) 7é 0.
As above, the relative hard Lefschetz yields

HlOg 10+k— 21( )750

8g—8—Fk' var
In view of the fact that k > [ > 2] — k, this contradicts (4.4.12) with the choice
of k' =2l — k, and (4.4.9) follows. O

Theorem 4.4.6 determines the perverse Leray filtration on the I'-variant

part H, (M). In the course of the proof we have proved that for 2d < g, the
Lefschetz map
(44.13) Ua? =2 s IS (M) — HES (M)

is an isomorphism.

Now we determine the mixed Hodge structure on the cohomology of the
character variety Mp. Notice that the direct sum decomposition H *(MB) ~
H*(Mp)' @ HE, . (Mg), being associated with the algebraic action of a group,
is a decomposition into a direct sum of Mixed Hodge structures.

THEOREM 4.4.7.

(4414) 0= Wzk—49+3 var(MB) C Wag— 4g+4 var(MB) \’far(MB)

and
(4.4.15) 0= F"2" 20 (Mp) € FF 2 HE, (Mp) = H, (M)
Proof. As the invariant part H*(/\;l]g,)F =~ [*(Mp), we have

(4.4.16) Eyar(Mp; z,y) Z 2l (—1)F dim (GIH_J cvar(MB))
d,i,j

= E(Mg;z,y) — E(Mg;2,y)

_ o ((wy —1)%972 —
= @ = 1)y :
= 9 1(22g _ 1) (223:%) (xy)29—3+2i’

1

where E(Mg;z,y) is given by the right-hand side of [32, (1.1.3)] and E(Mg; z, )
is given by [41, (4.6)] with ¢ = zy.
We first observe that

Ear(Mp;1/2,1/y) = (2)% 0 Byar (Mp; 2, )

(zy + 1)29—2>

.
I
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is palindromic. Consequently, by Poincaré duality the corresponding expres-
sion on ordinary cohomology

Z ' y dlm(GI'H_j var(MB) ) = Evar(MB; €L, y)

dyi,g

is thus also given by (4.4.16). Now we note that (4.4.16) only depends on zy;
i.e., every term is of the form xPyP. Additionally, by (4.4.3), if HE (Mg) #0,

then k is odd, and every nontrivial dim (GrﬁjH 4 Msp)c )l’ will contribute
with a negative coefficient; thus there is no cancellation and the only nontrivial
terms are of the form (Gr HZ (Mg)c)PP. Tt follows that the mixed Hodge
structure on HY, (Mg;, y) is of Hodge-Tate type; thus (4.4.15) follows from
(4.4.14).

We now determine the weights on H, (Mg). Again, as HZ, (Mp) is only
nontrivial in odd cohomology, weights cannot cancel each other since they
all contribute with a negative coefficient. The possible weights therefore are
49 — 2,49+ 2,...,8g — 10 (twice the degrees in xy of the monomials appearing
n (4.4.16)), with multiplicities that turn out to be equal to

dim Hégr 3(MB) dim Hégr I(MB)) , dim H\(Isgr 7(MB)
respectively. (These appear as the coefficients in (4.4.16).) To conclude, we
need to show that they will be the weights on the cohomologies

H\Z}gr 3(M ) Hégr 1(M ) H\?é?r 7(MB)

respectively. This follows from (4.4.13) by an argument similar to the proof of
(4.4.6). O

COROLLARY 4.4.8. We have that P =W on H*

* (M) and consequently
on H*(M).

Remark 4.4.9. Note also that this implies a complete description of the
ring H*(M). We already know the ring structure on the invariant part. Now,
o acts on HY, (M) as described in (4.4.13). Also, 8 and 1; act trivially, since
their weights are such that when multiplied with any class in H}, (Mg), it
would provide a class with a degree and weight that does not exist in H%,.(Mg).
Finally by degree reasons variant classes multiply to 0. This implies a complete
description of the ring structure on H*(M).

Remark 4.4.10. The determination of the perverse filtration on HZ, (M)
using the symmetry provided by the group scheme Prym is inspired by Ngo’s
approach in [44], [45]. More connections to his work is discussed in [27, §5.2].
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5. Appendix

In this appendix we recall a result of M. Thaddeus, Proposition 5.1.2 be-
low, concerning the restriction of the generators «, ;, 5 defined in Section 1.2.2
to a general fibre of the Hitchin fibration for M. In view of Theorem 1.4.8,
this yields an upper bound for their perversity, which is used in Theorem 3.1.1.
Since these results, contained in Thaddeus’ Master thesis ([51]), have not been
published, we report here the original proof.

Let s € A?eg, let m := mg : Cs — C be the corresponding spectral curve
covering, and let ¢ := 5 : C5 — C be the involution exchanging the two
sheets of the covering (see §1.3.2). The following easy to prove facts are used

in the course of the proof of Proposition 5.1.2.

e The involution ¢ induces ¢, on Hy(Cj), which splits into the +1-eigen-
spaces
H\(Cs) = Hi(Cs)" @ Hi(Cs)™.
We denote by IT* the corresponding projections.
Analogously,

HY(Cy) = H'(Cs)" @ H'(Cy)~
and, via Poincaré duality,
HY(Co)" = (Hi(Cs)")Y, HY(Cy)™ = (H1(Cs)7)Y.
The projections are still denoted by II*.

e We let [O] € Hy(C) ~ H°(C), [Cs] € Ho(Cs) ~ HY(Cy) be the funda-
mental classes and [c] € Ho(C) ~ H?(C), [cs] € Ho(Cs) ~ H*(Cs) the classes
of a point in C, resp. Cs.

We have
(5.1.1) mu([es]) = [e), m([Cs)) = 2[C), Kerm. = H'(Cy)",
the last equality due to the fact that # o+ = m and 7, is surjective.

e In terms of the identification H'(C,)™ ~ H'(C) given by the pull-back
map 7", the map
(5.1.2) 7 HY(Cy) — HY(C) ~ HY(C,)™
is identified with the projection IIT.

Remark 5.1.1. We have isomorphisms x~!(s) ~ Picg, , X !(s) ~ Prym,
and Y 71(s) ~ Prymg_ /T". (See Theorem 1.3.4 for x and §2.4 for x and x.) We
have the canonical isomorphisms

H'(Picd,) ~ Hi(Cy),  H'(Prymg,) ~ Hi(Cs)™,

in terms of which the restriction map H'(Pic{, ) — H'(Prymg,) is identified
with the projection II™ : H1(Cs) — H1(Cs)™.
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PROPOSITION 5.1.2.

(1) The restrictions of the classes 1, B to a general fibre of the Hitchin
maps X, X, and X vanish.

(2) The restriction of the class « to a general fibre of the Hitchin maps x
is nonzero. When restricted to a general fibre of X and x, the class a
s an ample class.

Proof. For notational simplicity, we denote the fundamental classes [C] €
H°(C), [Cs] € HY(Cy), [PicY,] € HY(Picg,), and [Prymg | € HO(Prymg,) by
1 so that, for example, the second equality in (5.1.1) above reads m.(1) = 2.

Let s € A%,
of x to M, and ¥ is derived from ¥ by passing to the quotient M= MJT. Tt
is therefore enough to prove the first statement for the map x We denote the
product map 7 x id : Cy X PiCOCS — C' x Pic%s simply by 7.

Let £ be the Poincaré line bundle on C, x Pic, . The restriction of E to
C x x~!(s) = C x Picg, is isomorphic to m.L (see §1.3.2). The Grothendieck-
Riemann-Roch theorem (see [24, Th. 15.2]) gives the following equality in
H*(C x PicY, ):

(5.1.3)
h(E| 0y 1(5))td(C x Picg, ) =ch(m, L)td(C x Picg;, ) = (ch(L)td(Cs x Picg, ).

As discussed in Section 1.3.1, the map x is the restriction

By the Kiinneth formula and Poincaré duality,
H?(Cs x Picg,) ~ (H(Cs) @ H*(Picgy,))
& (H'(Cs) ® Hi(Cy)) & (H*(Cs) ® H(Picl,))

and we have the natural isomorphism
(5.1.4)
End H'(Cs) ~ H'(Cs) ® Hi(Cs) ~ H'(Cs) ® H' (Picy, ) € H*(Cs x Picg,).

We say that a class in H*(C x Pic,) has type (a,b) if it is in the Kiinneth
summand H?(C) ® H®(Picg,), and similarly for classes in H*(Cy x Picg,).
Clearly the cup product of a class of type (a,b) with one of type (c,d) is of
type (a + ¢,b+ d); in particular, it vanishes if a 4+ ¢ > 2.

We set, for simplicity, ¢’ := g(Cs). We fix a symplectic basis d1, . . ., da4 for
H(Cy), and we identify its dual basis, 87, .. ., d5,, with a basis for H!(Picg,).
In terms of the isomorphism (5.1.4) above, the first Chern class of £ is rep-
resented by the identity in End H'(Cy) (see [3, VIIL.2]), namely c;(£) =
;i ® 65 hence it is of type (1,1). Let [cs] € H?(Cs), [c] € H*(C) be as
defined above.

A direct computation gives c2(£) = 2[cs] ® (330 A 0y ) = 2[cs] @0,
where 0 := 3,67 A 5;/+g
theta divisor on Picoos.

, € H?(Pic) denotes the cohomology class of the
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Since ¢;1(L£) is of type (1,1), we have ¢](£) = 0 if » > 3; hence

ci(£)
2

ch(L) =1+ c1(L) + =14+ 6®8 +c] @6

Since the tangent bundle of a torus is trivial, we have that td(PiC%S) =1,
while td(Cs) = 1+ (1—¢')[cs] and td(C) = 14+ (1—g)[c]. By the multiplicativity
properties of the Todd class, we have that
td(Csx Picd ) = 1@1+(1—¢)[es]®1,  td(CxPicd ) = 1®1+(1—g)[]®1,
so that

ch(L)td(Cs x Picg, ) =1®@ 14> 606 +[cs] @0+ (1 — g')[es] ® 1.

Plugging this into the Grothendieck-Riemann-Roch theorem formula (5.1.3),
we get

(5.1.5) ch(Ejoxy—1(5)) (1 + (1 = g)[c])
= Ty <1®1+Z5i®5;/+[cs]®0+(1—g/)[cs]®1> .

Applying (5.1.1) gives m(1 ® 1) = 2® 1, me([cs] ® 0) = [¢] ® 6, and
T«([cs] ® 1) = [¢] ® 1. Combining the third equality of (5.1.1) with the isomor-
phism HY(C) ~ HY(Cs)™, we get m (3 0; ®6)) = S ITH(8;) @ 6.

By plugging the above equalities in equation (5.1.5) and equating the
components of degree 2, we deduce that

(5.1.6) c1(Ejoxy-1(s) +2(1 —g)[d®@1=>Y I (6) ®6 +(1—g)[cd®1.
Since the product of [¢] ® 1 with a class not of type (0,2) vanish, we obtain

2
(5,17 AEea) = (LG )

which has type (2,2). Equating the components of degree 4 in equation (5.1.5)
and using the fact that, by type consideration, the product c; (E|CXX71(S))
- ([e]® 1) =0, we have

1
(5.1.8) 3 (AEoxx-1(s) = 2¢2(Ejony-1(s)) = [ ® 6,

from which we deduce that also c2(E|c«y-1(5)) has type (2,2). From the equal-
ity, true in general for rank 2 vector bundles,

c2(End Ejcyy-1(5)) = 4c2(Ejcsey-1(5)) — A Ejcny-1(5))5
it follows that co(End E|cy\~1(4)) has type (2,2), which, by the very definition
(see the defining equation 1.2.10 in §1.2.2) of 5 and 1;, means that these classes
vanish on x~!(s).
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The proof of the second statement is immediately reduced to the case of x.
By Remark 5.1.1, the restriction of the first Chern class of £ to Cs x Prymg,
is 3°;0; @ II7(4,), and the Grothendieck-Riemann-Roch theorem now reads

(5.1.9)  ch(Ejexy-1(s)(1+ (1 —g)le])
:m<1®1 +25¢®H*(6¥) +es] @0+ (1 —g')es] ® 1>7

where 6 denotes now the cohomology class of the restriction of the theta di-
visor to Prymg_. As in the first part of the proof, we apply Formulee 5.1.1,
giving m,(1® 1) = 2 1, m([es] ® 0) = [c] @ 0, mu([cs] ® 1) = [c] ® 1, and
7 (50108 8Y) = Y I (3,) @ 11 (8Y) = 0.

By plugging the above equalities in equation (5.1.5), we deduce that

(5.1.10) a1(Bloxy-1(s)) +2(1 = g)le] = (1 = ¢")[e],

so that ¢f(Ejcxy-1(5)) = 0 and (c%(E‘CXrl(S)) — 2C2(E‘C><>271(5))) = 2[c] ® 0.
Hence, c2(E|cxy-1(s))) = —[c] ® 0, and finally,

(5.1.11) CQ(End E|CX)Z*1(5)) = 4CQ(E|CX)V<71(S)) — 46%(E|C><)2*1(s)> = —4[0] X 0,

which shows (cf. (1.2.10) in §1.2.2) that the restriction of a to Y ~(s) equals 46.
O
COROLLARY 5.1.3. The class a is ample on M.

Proof. The variety M = M?/Picl, is quasiprojective as M is by [46,
Prop. 7.4]. Additionally it follows from Theorem 1.2.10 that dim H2(M) = 1.
As we proved above that « is ample on the generic fiber of ¥ it must be ample
on M as well. O
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